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WEU Urges Integrated Command for Gulf Forces 


PM2409155090 Paris LE MONDE in French 
22 Sep 90 p 4 


{[Unattributed report: WEU Assembly Advocates Euro- 
pean Integrated Command] 


[Text] The WEU Parliamentary Assembly spoke out in 
Paris on 20 September in favor of a “joint command 
structure” for the European forces in the Gulf. 


In a recommendation conveyed to the organization’s 
council of ministers, the Assembly, “fearing that the 
proliferation of ships in the region could very soon cause 
problems, recommends the immediate holding of further 
consultations at government leve! with a view of estab- 
lishing a joint structure for the command and conduct of 
operations. 


“We all hope that a European integrated command will 
soon be established,” Belgian parliamentarian Armand 
de Decker, deputy chairman of the Defense Commis- 
sion, said at a press conference. “‘Much has been done in 
recent weeks, but we can do more,” French Socialist 
Senator and Chairman of the Assembly Robert Pontillon 
said, after citing the 21 August and 19 September meet- 
ings at which the defense and foreign ministers of the 
organization’s nine member countries (the EEC Twelve 
less Denmark, Greece, and Ireland) decided to coordi- 
nate their forces in the Gulf. 


Pontillon also announced a visit by a delegation of the 
assembly to Djibouti, Abu Dhabi, and Dubai 25-30 
September. WEU parliamentarians believe that “it is not 
sufficiently clear that the WEU is present in the Gulf.” 
They are therefore urging the establishment of a liaison 
office in Washington “to organize relations with 
America and to convince the American government 
without delay that it is possible and desirable— 
especially at the present time—to establish a direct 
dialogue with the WEU.” 


Many Reservations 


The Assembly realizes that its proposals are likely to 
encounter many reservations, especially on the part of 
Britain, for which the WEU is only the European pillar 
of the Atlantic Alliance and not the embryo of a Euro- 
pean defense system. On a visit to Washington, British 
Defense Secretary Tom King said Thursday that British 
forces would be under London’s ultimate authority but 
that, in view of the fact that the American forces in the 
region are much more numerous, “they [UK forces] 
could well be under American tactical control.” 
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King, who met with U.S. Defense Secretary Dick Cheney 
and Secretary of State James Baker, nevertheless stressed 
the fact that Saudi Arabia should have the last word on 
all operations based from its territory. “You cannot 
imagine anything happening without the host country’s 
approval,” he told the press. 


NATO Reservations 


In Brussels on Thursday, NATO Secretary General Man- 
fred Woerner rejected the idea that Europe could equip 
itself with a joint defense in the immediate term, either 
through the WEU’s efforts or on the basis of Italian 
Foreign Minister De Michelis’ idea that the WEU could 
be absorbed by the EEC. 


“Hitherto and for the foreseeable future,” he said, 
“NATO remains the decisionmaking instrument of 
Western security.” “The EEC cannot take NATO’s 
place,”” Woerner added, partly because of the “indispens- 
able role in guaranteeing security” provided by the 
American troops in Europe. “Such a decoupling must be 
avoided at all costs,”” Woerner concluded. 


He also said that the very controversial issue of the 
extension of NATO's sphere of responsibility beyond the 
area established in its treaty is “crucial” but that it must 
not be broached until the Gulf crisis has been resolved. 
Addressing it now would diminish the solidarity that the 
allies are displaying during this crisis. 


Spain, Italy Seek Mediterranean Conference 


LD2409175890 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1700 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] The speeches on the first day of the CSCE 
meeting, based on the ecosystems of the Mediterranean, 
continue in Palma de Mallorca. The conference was 
opened this afternoon by King Juan Carlos. In their 
speeches the Spanish and Italian foreign ministers called 
for holding a conference on cooperation and security in 
the Mediterranean, which is particularly timely in light 
of the critical situation in the Persian Gulf. 


Francisco Fernandez-Ordonez said events in the Gulf 
dramatically showed the absence of a system for pre- 
venting and managing the crisis in the region. According 
to the Spanish foreign minister, it is not a case of 
convening a conference to solve the present crisis but to 
gradually apply the spirit of the Helsinki Conference in 
the Mediterranean and Middle East. 


Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de Michelis said it is 
necessary to start thinking about drawing up minimum 
rules and principles to guarantee peaceful coexistence in 
the Mediterranean region. 














2 BENELUX 


Belgium 


Radio Reports Embassy Bombing in Philippines 


LD2309165790 Brussels Domestic Service 
in French 1600 GMT 23 Sep 90 


[Text] Attacks [have been carried out] against two 
embassies in the Philippines. The Belgian Embassy and 
the Iranian Embassy in Manila have been the targets of 
home-made bombs. There was some damage, but it was 
not very significant. Moreover, explosions have occurred 
at two luxury hotels in the Philippines capital. 


Belgian Foreign, Defense Ministers Visit Egypt 
WA17091746 


For reportage on the visits by Foreign Minister Mark 
Eyskens and Defense Minister Guy Coeme to Egypt, 
including reports on their talks with Egyptian President 
Husni Mubarak and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Butrus Ghali, and Defense Minister Yusuf Sabri Abu- 
Talib respectively, please see the Egypt section of the 17 
September Near East & South Asia DAILY REPORT 
and subsequent issues. 
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Netherlands 


Readiness To Send 18 F-16’s to Gulf Announced 


AU1809150590 Paris AFP in English 1452 GMT 
18 Sep 90 


[Text] The Hague, Sept 18 (AFP)—The Netherlands 
Government announced on Tuesday its “readiness” to 
send a squadron of 18 F-16 fighter jets to the Gulf region 
if the United Nations Security Council extends an 
embargo against Iraq to air traffic. 


A Defense Ministry spokesman said the government 
would prefer to see the squadron based in Turkey, but 
another country might be acceptable. 


Further $1.1 Million Earmarked for Gulf Refugees 


AU1809101790 Paris AFP in English 0957 GMT 
18 Sep 90 


[Text] The Hague, Sept 18 (AFP)}—The Dutch Govern- 
ment is to donate another two million florins (1.1 million 
dollars) towards the repatriation of Asian refugees in 
Jordan, officials said here Tuesday. 


The Netherlands has already given three million florins 
(1.5 million dollars) towards relief efforts for the Asian 
refugees from Iraq and Kuwait. The money has been 
used mainly for tents, food and medicines. 
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Hurd May Talk With Iran’s Velayati at UN 


LD2409132990 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1257 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[By Tom McMullan, PRESS ASSOCIATION diplomatic 
correspondent] 


[Excerpt] Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd flew to New 
York today for the new session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, amid speculation that he will meet 
his Iranian opposite umber Ali Akbar Velayati. 


The visit, lasting just over a week, will provide the 
opportunity for a series of high level meetings with 
foreign ministers from around the world. The talks will 
centre strongly on the Gulf crisis. But the Foreign Office 
in London today refused to comment on the speculation 
about possible talks with Mr. Velayati. Such a meeting 
would be the first at ministerial level since Iran broke 
relations with Britain over the Salman Rushdie affair 
last year. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said: “This is a sensitive 
issue. We are not offering any comment.” 


The talks would almost certainly be dominated by the 
possible release of the British hostages believed to be 
held by pro-Iranian groups in Lebanon. [passage 
omitted] 
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Babrain Foreign Minister, Waldgrave Hold Talks 


JN2509055990 Manama WAKH in English 1645 GMT 
24 Sep 90 


[Text] London, Sept 24 (GNA)}—Bahrain Foreign Min- 
ister Shaykh Muhammad Bin-Mubarak Al Khalifah met 
in London today with the British State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. William Waldegrave. 


They discussed cooperation between the two countries in 
various fields and the Gulf crisis resulting from the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and its subsequent dangerous 
impacts at the regional and international level. 


The two sides stressed the necessity to implement the 
U.N. Security Council resolutions regarding economic 
and trade sanctions against Iraq in order to force him to 
withd:aw unconditionally from Kuwait and the restora- 
tion of the legitimate government headed by H.H. ({His 
Highness) the Amir Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad ai-Sabah. 


They also expressed their country’s identical views 
toward the Gulf crisis and affirmed bilateral cooperation 
to solve the crisis and restore stability through interna- 
tional efforts. 


Present on the Bahraini side were the Ambassador to the 
United Kingdom, Mr. Karim al-Shakir, and the Director 
of the Foreign Minister's Office, Mr Yusuf Mahmud. 


From the British Office, the meeting was attended by the 
Foreign Undersecretary, Mr. Patrick Wright and the 
Deputy Foreign Undersecretary for Middle East Affairs 
Mr. Tom Kiss. 








4 FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


Notice to Readers 


Beginning 4 Oct, the German Unification Attachment to 
the West Europe DAILY REPORT as well as the 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC sections of the 
East Europe DAILY REPORT and the East Europe JPRS 
Report will cease publication. Also on that date, the 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY section of the 
West Europe DAILY REPORT wil! be renamed GER- 
MANY. The GERMANY section of the West Europen 
DAILY REPORT will include the kind of material previ- 
ously published under the FRG, GDR, and German 
Unification titles, as well as material previously found in 
the GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC sections of 
the East Europe JPRS Report. 


Spokesman: Gulf Aid To Include NVA Equipment 


LD2409143490 Hamburg DPA in German 1339 GMT 
24 Sep 90 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)}—The promised military equip- 
ment aid for use in the Gulf promised to the United 
States by Federal Chancellor Helmut Koki (Christian 
Democratic Union) will consist primarily of National 
People’s Army (NVA) stock. 


Government spokesman Hans Klein told the press today 
the chancellor had informed U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker about the origin of party of the material aid 
during the meeting on 15 September in Oggersheim. 
[passage omitted] 


Klein stressed that nobody was considering supplying 
weapons. 


Answering relevant questions, the Hardthoehe [Defense 
Ministry] spokesman declared that there was no ques- 
tion of turning over the modern Soviet MiG 29 used by 
the NVA air force. [passage omitted] 


Further on NVA Supplies 


AU2409125290 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
24 Sep 90 p 16 


[Unattributed report: “A Chiseler’s Package From 
Bonn” ] 


[Text] The Bonn Government will again get into trouble 
with the Americans because of its contribution to the 
Gulf conflict. The 3.3-billion German marks [DM] 
package, generously promised by Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has turned out to be a chiseler’s package. The U.S. 
allies are annoyed above all at the fact that three-quarters 
of the billions promised by Kohl in military aid are to 
come from the stocks of the National People’s Army 
iNVA]. The idea of giving the Americans surplus mate- 
rials from the disbanded NVA came from Gerhard 
Stoltenberg’s Defense Ministry. The FRG Government 
“must counter the accusation of inactivity and insuffi- 
cient support, which comes mainly from the United 
States,’ a confidential dossier from the Defense Ministry 


says. 
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The Defense Ministry met thc “excessive U.S. demands 
for financial aid” with the offer to supply used NVA 
trucks, water tankers, and gas masks for use in the desert. 


Stoltenberg’s office thought of something special for 
Turkey, which is adjacent to Iraq. The NATO partner is 
to receive “special arms aid” of DM6.5 billion. 
According to a confidential Defense Ministry paper, 
DM2.1 billion of that is to be allotted for “large NVA 
equipment’’—tanks, aircraft, and artillery. In addition, 
the Turks are to get Bundeswehr military equipment that 
the FRG will soon have to scrap because of the forth- 
coming East-West disarmament agreements. 


One of Kohl's advisers justifies the solidarity donation to 
the United States by saying that “it is, of course, cheaper 
to give the NVA stuff to the Americans than to scrap it.” 
If they do not want it “we could not care less.” 


Spokesman Rejects Criticism 
LD2409142990 Hamburg DPA in German 1159 GMT 
24 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA}—The promised military equip- 
ment aid for use in the Gulf, worth one billion marks [as 
received] as promised to the United States by Federal 
Chancellor Heln Christian Democratic Union), will 
consist primarily of National People’s Army (NVA) 
stock. A Federal Government spokesman said in Bonn 
on Monday that NVA military equipment worth 760 
million marks [DM] was being made available. Equip- 
ment worth DM240 million was provided by the 
Bundeswehr. 


The spokesman rejected statements that the United 
States was annoyed about the high proportion of NVA 
stock. Kohl explained the composition of the supplies to 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker during the latter's 
visit to Oggersheim/Palatinate on 15 September, [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Germans in Kuwait Carried Off by Iraqi Soldiers 


AU2409183190 Mainz ZDF Television Network 
in German 1700 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Over the weekend [22-23 September] Iraqi sol- 
diers carried off another 2! FRG Citizens from Kuwait 
to unknown places. According to the Bonn Foreign 
Ministry, 68 Germans are now in military custody. Iraq 
is using foreigners to protect strategic targets from 
attacks. 


Germans in UAE Asked To Sign Up for Gas Masks 


AU2409182090 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1600 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] The FRG Embassy in Dubayy has called on all 
Germans living in the United Arab Emirates to enter 
their names on lists. Gas masks and protective clothing 
will be distributed in case of war using the lists. 
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Bonn Plans To Reduce Sanctions Against China 


AU2409162690 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 22-23 Sep 90 p 35 


{Gerhard Hennemann report: “Bonn Wants To Reduce 
Its Sanctions Against China’’] 


[Text] Bonn—Approximately 15 months after the 
bloody crushing of the Beijing students’ movement, the 
Federal Government wants to rescind at least part of the 
economic sanctions against China resolved by all Bund- 
estag groups in June 1989. As the SUEDDEUTSCHE 
ZEITUNG learned from government circles, Minister of 
Chancellery Rudolf Seiters will soon present a relevant 
draft resolution on the suspension of the ban on Hermes 
guarantees. In contrast, the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD] emphatically rejects such a step because 
of continued human rights violations in China. 


In letters to the chairmen of the parliamentary groups of 
the Christian Democratic Union [CDU}]/Christian 
Social Union [CSU] and the Free Democratic Party 
[FDP], Horst Ehmke, deputy chairman of the SPD 
Group, has now made it clear that the Social Democrats 
are not willing to agree to the suspension of the Hermes 
restrictions concerning the insurance of short- and long- 
term export credits for the PRC. After the massacre on 
Tiananmen Square on 4 June 1989 and the subsequent 
wave of persecutions and executions, the Bundestag 
unanimously adopted the suspension of financial aid 
and Hermes guarantees by the FRG. According to gov- 
ernment circles, Bonn’s intention to rescind those sanc- 
tions now is due to the changed international assessment 
of the situation in the PRC. In almost all the Western 
countries, the intention to terminate Ciiina’s isolation in 
foreign politics has been prevailing for some time. That 
is shown by the fact that almost all important public 
export credit insurance companies have again started to 
cover exports to China. The Federal Government, as one 
of China’s biggest trading partners, is currently one of 
the very few countries that still maintain their sanctions, 
it is stated. 


The insurance ban is increasingly meeting with a lack of 
understanding and with annoyance, it is said. In addition 
to the loss of important investment business to foreign 
competitors, the entrepreneurs are above all afraid that 
the market positions that they developed in the past few 
years will be damaged in the long run. The criticism by 
the enterprises and their associations concentrates espe- 
cially on the fact that in the case of China, the Federal 
Government deviated for the first time from the practice 
to deny Hermes guarantees only for considerations of 
risks, but not for exciusively political motives. 


The change in Bonn’s attitude toward the PRC was 
apparently caused by pending exports of GDR firms to 
China. Since the Hermes instruments can only be uni- 
formly applied within all of Germany, it would not be 
possible to cover the business transactions if the Federal 
Government were to stick to its previous attitude. How- 
ever, in this way business relations between the GDR 
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and China that are decisive for the survival of several 
GDR enterprises would also be broken off, it is argued in 
Bonn. With exports to China estimated at more than ! 
billion marks [DM] per year, it would result in consid- 
erable consequences for the economy of the present 
GDR. The current contracts with China include a 
DM100 million contract the Chinese promised to the 
newly founded Dresden Water Systems Company, in 
which two firms of the Thyssen industrial corporation 
are participating. Therefore, the East Berlin Trust Com- 
pany emphatica!ly supports a Hermes guarantee for this 
project. The second current case concerns the sale of 
eight fishing trawlers of the GDR ocean fleet to China, 
which was arranged by a West German company. The 
Federal Agriculture Ministry is especially interested in 
implementing the transaction as the present GDR 
fishing fleet will become part of the all-German fishing 
fleet in the course of unification and will then be far too 
large in relation to the fishing opportunities. 


In any case, in view of this situation, the sale of ships to 
China is preferable to scrapping them. Therefore, from 
the point of view of fishing policies, it would be very 
unfortunate if the sale of trawlers were only frustrated by 
the absence of insurance, it is stated in the Federal 
Agriculture Ministry. 


Reportedly, the Chancellor's Office, the Foreign Min- 
istry, and the Federal Ministry for Economic Coopera- 
tion have meanwhile agreed on the policy to first rescind 
the insurance ban for short-term credits with a duration 
of up to 360 days. In addition, on a case by case basis, 
decisions are also to be made on “reform-positive” 
credit transactions, with the Chinese economic and debt 
Situation being taken into account. According to govern- 
ment circles, Chancellor Helmut Kohl also thinks that 
such a cautious reopening of the Hermes guarantees can 
be politically justified. 


MBB Said Main Supplier of Weapons to Iraq 


AU2409114090 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
24 Sep 90 pp 32-34 


(Unattributed report: “Hit With Roland” 


[Text] For weeks Bonn's diplomats in Washington tried 
to rebut U.S. criticism of German weapons deliveries to 
Iraq. Then they ran out of arguments. 


In an urgent note on 7 September they asked the Foreign 
Ministry for “orders” on how the embassy should parry 
further attacks. ‘“‘Detailed questions and harsh 
reproaches” against the German “merchants of death” 
are to be expected in particular from the “administra- 
tion, Congress, and the public.” Thus, the Senate will 
soon publish a list of 132 companies that have delivered 
to Irag—— among them are 68 companies from the FRG 
alone. 
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Bonn’s defense, which was bureaucratically outlined in 
the summer in a “purchasing decree,” was no longer 
sufficient. The “embassy would be grateful for addi- 
tional instructions.” 


However, tricks and nice words cannot whitewash what 
German greed for exports has done: Hardly any other 
country has supplied Middle East despot Saddam 
Husayn so comprehensively with highly dangerous 
equipment for the production of nerve gases and biolog- 
ical weapons and with nuclear technology. 


The poison gas scandal in particular may put a strain on 
German- U.S. relations. The U.S. intelligence services 
are bitter that their repeated information about dan- 
gerous German weapons deliveries did indeed arrive at 
the Chancellor's Office, but business went on as usual. 
The Israeli Embassy in Bonn also continuously sent 
information to the FRG Government. 


One example was the Al-Rabitah poison gas plant for 
Libya’s dictator Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi or the ship- 
ments of nerve gas facilities to Husayn. For three years 
the Americans and the Israelis bombarded Bonn with 
information about the factories in Irag—only then were 
investigations initiated. It took another three years until 
the suspected poisoners were arrested. 


The situation is escalating. The Federal Intelligence 
Service (BND) recently briefed the Americans about an 
alarming suspicion: According to a secret expert report 
by Swiss Professor Werner Richarz, the poison gas plants 
at lesa, Meda, and Ghazi that were delivered by German 
businessmen can also be used for the production of 
prussic acid. The Ani and Mohamed large installations, 
which were built with German heip, have already been 
“expanded for the synthesis of tabun.” “Various docu- 
ments” also prove that the combat agents “tabun and 
lewisite” are already being produced. 


According to intelligence service analyses, Iraq is cur- 
rently producing highly concentrated prussic acid. The 
poison is able to destroy the filters of gas masks. The 
Americans and British hurriedly started to improve their 
protective equipment for nuclear, biological, and chem- 
ical weapons so that they can withstand filter killers. 


Not only are individual firms such as Imhausen, deliv- 
erer to Al-Rabitah, destroying the reputation of the 
world’s biggest export nation; the large concerns also 
have few scruples, but they have better cover. 


A top address for the discreet deals is the arms company 
Messerschmitt-Boelkow-Blohm (MBB) in Ottobrunn. 
MBB is earning billions through the sale of war materie! 
to Iraq. 


In the United States MBB is increasingly being targeted. 
U.S. experts judge the “alleged deliveries” of MBB for a 
“fuel air explosive” project (FAE) as “particularly criti- 
cal,” the embassy reported in a coded telex to the Bonn 
Foreign Ministry at the beginning of September. 
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The alleged project exists: FAE is some sort of gasoline 
bomb, which distributes its liquid content very thinly as 
an aerosol and produces a blast wave upon ignition that 
corresponds to that of a small nuclear bomb. The explo- 
sive was tested on the MBB test site in Schrobenhausen. 


The “FAE warheads are extremely dangerous and 
destructive,” says British technical expert David Saw— 
the ideal weapon to clear large mine fields or to use 
“against aircraft and troops in aircraft.” 


According to intelligence service reports, the Iraqis are 
the first Third World nation to have this MBB product. 
They got it via circuitous routes. The bomb was destined 
for Egypt—blueprints and test documents were all sent 
by MBB to the customer in Cairo. The Egyptians passed 
the documents on to Baghdad, which then immediately 
started to build the warheads. 


MBB allegedly did not know of the Arab connection and 
claims to have left the project at the beginning of 1988. 


Maybe, but the pattern is striking: Deliverers are prima- 
rily foreign companies or countries and the MBB experts 
remain discreetly in the background. With MBB know- 
how, Iraq developed, for instance, an intermediate-range 
missile that could reach Cairo, Tehran, or the archenemy 
Israel. 


Again, it was a confusing game around the globe. First, 
the people from Munich successfully applied for the 
development of the Argentinian Condor | missle. When 
it became all too clear that the Argentinians were 
working on a military missile program, MBB had to 
cease cooperation as a result of pressure from Bonn and 
Washington. 


However, MBB missiles experis secretly stayed in busi- 
ness. They resigned and were hired by Condor contrac- 
tors of the Ottobrunn concern. Hidden behind a compli- 
cated conglomerate of small and letter-box companies, 
the former MBB people developed the Condor 2 missile 
with a range of about 1,200 km. 


For years MBB has had close contacts with the compa- 
nies of its former employees. 


According to a BIND report of 15 March, some of the 
former MBB employees are suspected of currently aiding 
Iraq—via Pakistan—in building up its nuclear tech- 
nology. “The employees,” MBB insists “left the com- 
pany in a normal way and have not received any orders 
from MBB.” 


The German weapons company (6.27 billion marks 
[DM] turnover, 23,938 employees), which has belonged 
to Daimler-Benz since 1989, is a sort of Bavarian state 
company and can rely on its political friends. 


The Free State is the second largest shareholder and 
holds almost 20 percent, and prominent Christian Social 
Union members have always been represented on the 
board of directors. For many years current Minister 
President Max Streibl had been head of the control body: 
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at the moment Finance Minister Gerold Tandler repre- 
sents the Bavarian Government. 


When rumors crop up about the company, Tandler says: 
“Nothing is being hidden, nothing is being dragged out, 
everything that can be published is published.” 
According to a company spokesman, in all those years 
there have “never been any investigations of MBB by 
public prosecutors, only checks and special checks.” 


The DM77 million participation in the construction of 
the largest Arab military research center in the Iraqi 
town of Al- Mawsil, for instance, where missiles, air- 
planes, and nuclear technology are being developed, is 
not a case for the Bavarian judiciary. While investiga- 
tions are carried out of Bielefeld general agent Gilde- 
meister Proyecta GmbH, the “most important German 
subcontractor” (Economics Minister Helmut Hauss- 
mann) MBB, without whom nothing could have hap- 
pened in Al-Mawsil, remains unmolested. 


Another example: Even though the export of combat 
helicopters to Iraq is not permitted, MBB became one of 
the most important helicopter suppliers for the Iraqi 
Army—and the judiciary did nothing. 


According to investigations by the renowned British 
technical journal FLIGHT INTERNATIONAL, 
Baghdad ordered 75 antitank and liaisor helicopters of 
the MBB-brand BO-105 alone. During an operation in 
the Baseh Gorge in 1988, the helicopters were reportedly 
used to destroy Iraqi Kurds. 


Sometimes, the helicopters are first sent around the 
world before they reach Baghdad. In 1988 MBB sold 16 
helicopters of the BK-117 type to Iraq, “a multipurpose 
helicopter of the new generation, can be used for all 
nurposes” (MBB brochure). 


However, first the helicopters were sent to Philadelphia, 
to the helicopter corporate subsidiary. From there they 
reached Baghdad via Great Britain. 


The FRG Finance Ministry, which is responsible for 
customs matters, thought that the roundaabout way was 
strange. In a request for legal aid, Bonn asked the United 
States to explain the deal. The Americans did not find 
anything suspicious. 


MBB claims that the complicated transport was made 
for “time, capacity, and economic (dollar exchange rate) 
reasons. In addition, the helicopters are relief helicop- 
ters. The company stressed that combat helicopters were 
not delivered, “the relev-nt export regulations’ have 
always been observed. 


\iaybe, but the alibi is not worth much: The miraculous 
transformation always takes place abroad. Thus, at the 
beginning of the 1980's, for instance, 24 helicopters of 
the BO-105 type were delivered to the Spanish company 
Casa. Casa equipped the helicopters with Swiss Oerlikon 
cannons and sent the aircraft to Iraq. The company 
leadership in Ottobrunn aliegedly did not learn anything 
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about it. The Spanish company, it was said, acquired 
export and licensing rights and acted “on its own respon- 
sibility.” 


Maybe, but at that time MBB held about 11 percent of 
Casa. 


The most profitable MBB deal with Iraq is completely 
legal and is carried out via Euromissile, the German- 
French sales company which was founded in 1972 (MBB 
share: 50 percent). Via Euromissile, Saddam Husayn 
bought 5,000 antitank missiles and 166 missile launchers 
of twe internationally coveted tank-cracker “Hot” and 
4,564 units of the identical system “Milan.” 


Baghdad ordered 1,050 of the particularly accurate Ger- 
man-French “Roland” antiaircraft missiles. That order 
alone was worth about DMS billion. 


The system has already stood its test in the Gulf region. 
In the war against Iran the Iraqis shot large numbers of 
Persian pilots from the sky with “Roland.” The Iranians 
flew U.S. combat planes—machines of the same type 
that are now used by the U.S. Navy in the Gulf region. 


Government Investigating 


AU 2409120490 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1100 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] The Federal Government in Bonn is examining 
charges that the Munich-based arms concern Messer- 
schmitt-Boelkow-Blohm [MBB] is involved in the 
delivery of a new gasoline bomb to Iraq. The case is 
being examined in the Economics and Foreign Minis- 
tries, government spokesmen said in Bonn today. The 
suspicion against MBB has so far not been confirmed, 
they said. 


MBB Denies Allegations 


LD2409165690 Hambure DPA in German 1522 GMT 
24 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] Ottobrunn (DPA)}—The management of the 
Messerschmidt-Boelkow-Blohm GmbH (MBB) in 
Ottobrunn, near Munich, has still no proof of illegal or 
unlawful procedures in the export of defense technol- 
ogy.” With that statement, the weapons manufacturer 
today reacted to the latest reports in the news magazine 
DER SPIEGEL on weapons exports to Iraq. The accu- 
sations made in DER SPIEGEL did not take into 
account the fact that the deliveries referred to took place 
during the war between Iran and Iraq, the statement 
says. All trade relations with Iraq were broken off at the 
latest after the UN embargo. They were old accusations 
against MBB, in addition to the accusation they had 
been developing a new kind of bomb. 


MBB states that no new kind of bomb has been devel- 
oped. The ‘Fuel-Air-Explosive-Project’ quoted in the 
report comprised studies of warheads used in guided 
weapons. “Studies and technical documents did not 
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require authorization. Also, MBB did not pass on pro- 
duction documents or deliver a finished produce to the 
client, Consen/PBG, acting on behalf of Egypt. The 
studies were ended in 1988, MBB declared. DER 
SPIEGEL reported that the MBB product “which causes 
a pressure wave ’ ‘rida <> that of a small nuclear bomb 
had been transportea to ‘tag via Egypt. 


MBB is not participati«% im the production of atomic, 
biological, or chemica #¢ 0m, “ve firm's statement 
says, of which the Daimler /enz concern has owned a 
majority stake since 1989. Ti¢ french firm Euromissile, 
Paris was “the authorized manufacturer of the guided 
weapon system Roland, Hot, and Milan referred to in 
the report as part of Franco-German contracts.”” MBB 
was a supplier to Euromissile. The company exported 
guided weapons “within French law as part of a treaty 
between France and Iraq.” 


MBB had not sold combat helicopters or armed helicop- 
ters to Iraq and “MBB belicopters were not converted to 
combat helicopters either.” MBB refers to a licensing 
agreement with the Spanish firm Casa at the end of the 
seventies. Afterward, Casa concluded a contract with 
Iraq. Those Bo-105 helicopters “had, as far as we know, 
been equipped with weapons as they are used in the 
Spanish Army.” With its deliveries MBB had not been 
one of the most important helicopter suppliers of the 
Iraqi Army; the majority of the helicopters used there are 
Soviet, French, and American. [passage omitted] 


Bonn Experts Discuss New Anti-Drug Measures 


AU 2409143590 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG 
in German 23 Sep 90 p 4 


[F. Weckbach-Mara report: “Bonn Tackles Drug Deal- 
ers” 


[Text] Drugs are claiming more and more victims. So far 
this year, 950 people have died in the FRG from 
overdoses—during the same period last year 758 died. 
Over the weekend [22-23 September] the internal affairs 
and legal experts of the government coalition discussed 
behind closed doors in Bonn the escalation of the 
struggle against drug crimes. FRG Interior Minister 
Wolfgang Schaeuble, Christian Democratic Union 
[{CDU], and Johannes Gerster (CDU), domestic policy 
spokesman of the CDU/Christian Social Union [CSU] 
Bundestag Group, agree with their colleagues from the 
CSU and the Free Deraocratic F’arty: New laws are 
necessary to put a stop to the dealers’ activities. 


Johannes Gerster told BILD AM SONNTAG what mea- 
sure} are now planned: 


[Gerster] We have to crack open the criminal infrastruc- 
ture of the drug dealers to reach the rich wire-pullers and 
their money so that drug trafficking is no longer worth 
the trouble: In the future, dealers and their bosses will 
not only face prison terms, but also the impoundment of 
all their property. Their money wili be impounded if it 
cannot be unambiguously proved that it comes from 
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legal sources (reversing the burden of proof). In addition, 
the so- called laundering of illegal money wil! be punish- 
able by law. 


[BILD AM SONNTAG] How will you improve the 
search for dealers? 


'Serster] By means of a new legal basis that facilitates 
the use of undercover investigators so that policemen 
may infiltrate the underground and temporarily even 
seemingly work in drug rings to get to the people behind 
the scenes. For that purpose, the policeman must be 
permitted to work with bugs and hidden cameras. In the 
future a law on dragnet searches wil! permit the compar - 
ison of characteristics or persons and actions b»' com- 
puter in order to surround the wire-pullers in the back- 
ground so that we finally reach the main culprits. 


[BILD AM SONNTAG] And what happens if the wit- 
nesses recant in court? 


[Gerster] That is precisely what we want to prevent 
through improved protection of witnesses from revenge 
by the culprits. Whoever gives evidence against orga- 
nized crime in the future no longer needs to publicly 
present his personal data during the (rials. It is sufficient 
that the judge knows who the witness is. We have to take 
such new measures because drugs have become the 
plague of the 20th century. 


* SPD Calls for Stricter Rent Protection 
QOGE0271A Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 21 Aug $0 p 17 


{Article by for.: “SPD [Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many): The Real Rent Explosion Is Yet To Come”] 


[Text] One day before the announced decision by the 
Bonn coalition regarding measures to restrict rent 
increases, the SPD [Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many] parliamentary group reaffirmed its offer to Fed- 
eral Construction Minister Gerda Hasselfeldt (CSU 
[Christian Social Union]) to help the plans for improved 
provection for tenants against excessive rental demands 
achieve a majority, despite resistance from ithe FDP 
[Free Democratic Party]. Although the proposals made 
by the minister were said to be inadequate, they were 
better than acherence to the current status, said SPD 
housing expert Franz Muentefering. It would be disas- 
trous for the legislature to be dissolved in November 
without having undertaken the overdue social correction 
of the tenant law. 


In the context of a coalition squabble, which had been 
ongoing since June, and involving the measures pro- 
posed by the CSU and the housing minister designed to 
curb rent increases, a specially commussioned working 
group was unsuccessful, on Wednesday of last week, in 
bringing about a rapprochement between the CSU and 
the FDP. In the view of the CSU, there is the threat of a 
“rent inflation” in overcrowded areas as a result of the 
housing shortage. For a transitional period, therefore, 
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only limited possibilities should exist for a further 
increase in rents so as to avoid social problems. The Free 
Democrats opposed any expansion of the protection for 
tenants with the argument that this wouid still further 
interfere with investment readiness in housing construc- 
tion and would open a “gray market” involving sec- 
ondavy rental payments negotiated under the table. 


A Limit of 15 Percent 


In the view of the SPD, the actual “rent explosion” 
threatens to occur in a few years on the basis of the 
currently emerging rental cosi developments. In tie case 
of new rentals, vent increases of 20 to 30 percent have 
become standard today. It was only a question of time 
before ihe high new contractual rents would be reflected 
in local comparative rents and in rent levels. It was, 
therefore, urgent » necessary to take action. Although the 
con.2pt put forward by the SPD was more extensive 
than the one put forward by the minister, Muentefering 
said, “in the interest of the tenants, we prefer to have a 
bird in hand rather than a bird in the bush.”” However, it 
is said to be indispensable to the SPD that the currently 
permitted rent increase possibilities of 30 percent over 
three years (the cap limitations) be reduced to 15 per- 
cent, that rent increase possibilities for new rentals be 
restricted to five percent over comparative rental leve!s, 
and that the basis for computing locally customary 
comparative rents be extended from three to 10 years. 


FDP Applying the Brakes 


According to the concept of the SPD, which forms the 
basis of the legislative initiatives of the Bundestag group 
and the Bundesrat majority, additional demands are. also 
being made for elimination of graduated rentals, the 
reduction of opportunities to apportion modernizatiop 
cests through rents, and for strengthened measures 
against rental excesses. Moreover, in justifying rental 
increases, landlords are not to be permitted to Jist any 
apartments from their own inventory. To protec: tenants 
from eviction, the SPD is proposing, among oiher mea- 
sures, that tenants be protected against receiving notices 
to vacate, in the event of a change of ownership, for 10 
years, that conversion to other use be made more diffi- 
cult in problem areas, and that personal needs for 
apartments be restricted to the closest family circle. 


The tenant law controversy, which has bzen smoldering 
for three months between the coalition parties was 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 9 


dubbed by Muentefering as being a shameful tragedy. To 
journalists, he sharply criticized the concept of the FDP, 
which he accused of having a backward orientation. 
Anyone who, as an investor, regards the tenant law as an 
unacceptable hindrance must take into account that 
rental housing has always been a long-term proposition 
and has not paid off in the first two years. Investors are 
surely aware that this is a long-term transaction. The 
construction of rental apartments cannot be considered 
to be an investment risk in view of the demand which is 
secure over the long haul. The SPD is proceeding on the 
assumption that housing construction will be considered 
a problem area through the year 2000. Against the 
background of the narrow capacities in the construcuion 
industry, in the face of the tight real estate market, and in 
view of the persistent financing problems. the cifiicultics 
cannot be mastered in a few years. 


The Economic Council Is Also Opposed 


In a position paper and in actual housing and tenant law 
discussions, the economic council of the CDU [Christian 
Democratic Union] appealed to the coalition on Monday 
to forego the tenant law amendments demanded by the 
CSU. The greater demand for apartments ccuid only be 
answered with a greater supply through private inves- 
tors. The measures under discussion to restrict rent 
increases would, however, reduce the ir.vertive for pri- 
vate investment in housing construction. Tightening of 
the tenant law, ii was said, would thus primarily be 
detrimental to those seeking apartments. 


* New Islamic Party To Be Formed in Germany 


9O0AS0402B Tehran RESALAT in Persian 
7 Aug 90 p 12 


[Text] An Islamic party, to be called the German Islamic 
Party, soon will be formed in Germany. 


Based on the report by the Central News Unit from 
Bonn, the daily JOMHURIAT, published in Turkey, in 
addition to publishing this report indicated that the said 
party was established in 1985 and will soon declare its 
formation. Founders and members of this party are 
either native Germans or former citizens of Turkey and 
Arab countries who accepted Islam and are German 
citizens. 


This daily adds that the new Islamic party is supposed to 
participate in the general elections which will be held on 
2 December all across Germany. 
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Mitterrand Unveils Plan at UN for Gulf Crisis 


AU2409180690 Paris AFP in English 1709 GMT 
24 Sep 90 


[Text] New York, United Nations, Sept 24 (AFP) — 
French President Francois Mitterrand, in an address to 
the U.N. General Assembly here, Monday [24 Sep- 
tember] outlined a three-point plan for settling the Gulf 
crisis triggered by the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 


“If Iraq states its intention to withdraw its troops and 
free the hostages, everything becomes possible,” the 
French leader said. 


Mr. Mitterrand said the U.N. would then act to guaraiitee 
the implementation of the Iraqi military withdrawal, the 
restoration of Kuwaiti sovereignty and “the expression of 
the democratic choice of the Kuwaiti people.” 


In the third stage, he said an international corfciciicc, as 
proposed by the Soviet Union and Arab countries, could 
be held. 


conflicts in the region—Gulf crisis, Palestinian question 
and Lebanon—was dangerous as the conflicts were dif- 
ferent in nature. 


The French leader, who was making his third address to 
the General Assembly since he took office in 1981, also 
made an impassioned plea for respect for the rule of 
international law. 


“The advent of the rule of law, that is something which 
concerns us all,” he said during his 40-minute speech. 


He also explained his decision to send French ground, 
naval and air forces to the Gulf in support of the U.N. 
embargo against Iraq, stressing however that the deploy- 
ment was purely defensive. 


He deplored the fact that Iraqi President Saddam Husayn 
had given no sign of conciliation to defuse the crisis. 


The French president also suggested a fourth step 
involving an arms reduction in the region and wide- 
ranging cooperation among countries from Morocco to 
Iran. 


Interior Minister Comments on Iraqi ‘Apology’ 


LD2409152590 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0620 GMT 24 Sep 90 


{Studio interview with French Interior Minister Pierre 
Joxe by correspondents Annette Ardisson and Albert du 
Roy in Paris on 24 September; From the program 
“Questions by A and B” —live] 


[Excerpts] [Du Roy] Good day, Pierre Joxe. 
[Joxe] Good day. 


[Du Roy] As interior minister you are on all fronts: That 
of Iraq, with the fear of a resumption of terrorism; That 
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of politics, with the permament controversy surrounding 
Jean-Marie Le Pen’s meetings; That of the police, with 
the mysterious Douce affair [affair of missing controver- 
sial priest]; And also that of the forest fires. So, let us 
begin with Iraq. 


{[Ardisson] In your opinion, can Iraq’s apology to France 
for the violation of the embassy in Kuwait, this belated 
apology, change anything as far as France’s commitment 
is concerned? 


[Joxe] So far, as far as 1 am aware, there has only been a 
dispatch from the Iraqi press agency. If the Iraqi Gov- 
ernment wishes to address the French Government 
through our am assadors to make an apology it will be a 
good th'~,, vut what we are waiting for above all, you 
k~ow, is for the Iraqi Government to allow the French 
people who are held there today under irregular circum- 
stances to leave Iraq—and not just the French people, 
either. Apologies are all very well, but the only real thing 
which matters is for us to have normal relations, and for 
the French people being held in Iraq to be able to move 
about. [passage omitted] 


[Du Roy] Since the beginning of the crisis, since 2 
August—-in other words, a month and a half ago—there 
have been fears that one of the weapons used by Iraq 
would be terrorism. As interior minister, have you been 
aware of any signs foretelling the possibility of a resump- 
tion of terrorism? 


[Joxe] The president of the Republic has already 
remarked on this matter—I believe you were there at the 
news conference at the Elysee. Naturally, since the first 
day fears of terrorist actions targeted at France— 
targeted at French people or French interests or simply 
France, its territory—have been very great in view of this 
risk of cataclysm, because on several occasions in the 
past there has been a front of terrorist groups which have 
operated in liaision with several countries of the Middle 
East. So we have these fears, but unfortunately they are 
permanent, and it is normal that public opinion sees this 
appear only at moments of crisis. But the fear of ter- 
rorism, which is not a weapon as blind as it is said to be, 
is constant. The police services in France—the organiza- 
tions which have been set up to provide surveillance, 
cooperation between the secret services of all friendly 
countries, the establishment of measures of protection 
covering airports, covering a certain number of sensitive 
sites—are constant. It is simply that they are reactivated 
in times of crisis when one sees the risk increasing. 


[Du Roy] So, you reactivate the police system, but do you 
feel that the terrorist networks have been reactivated also? 


[Joxe] It is very difficult to give you an answer, to hold 
this kind of conversation before a microphone, on a 
radio station. Everything 0: <¢ says about what one 
knows, and possibly about what one does not know, can 
be used against France, and for this reason you see me 
saying things which are fairly veiled. [passage omiited] 
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Defense Minister on Gulf Forces Deployment 


PM2409152690 Paris LE MONDE in French 
22 Sep 90 p4 


[Unattributed report: “‘An Orchestra in Which Each 
Player Plays His Part,’ Jean-Pierre Chevenement 
States”’] 


[Text] The French forces involved in operation “Daguet,”’ 
undertaken in response to the entry of Iraqi troops into the 
French ambassador’s residence in Kuwait, will arrive in 
Yanbu on the west coast of Saudi Arabia on | October, 
Defense Minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement confirmed in 
Paris 20 September. There will then be 13,000 men in the 
region, 5,000 of them in Saudi Arabia. 


“The French strategy is that of embargo. It has to 
succeed because it is the only means of averting war. 
This presupposes that we can control the pace of events,” 
the defense minister reaffirmed. 


Chevenement insisted, once more, on the “defensive” 
character of the French contingent. “The air forces are 
intended to cover the air and land forces,” he explained in 
particular. General Roquejeoffre, the commander of oper- 
ation “Daguet,” has been in Riyadh since Wednesday 
evening where, in conjunction with the Saudi authorities, 
he was to determine where and how the French troops will 
be deployed. ““The command is and will remain French,” 
the defense minister stressed, “but that does not preclude 
operational coordination with the Saudi authorities and 
the Arab, U.S., and British forces.” 


Questioned about a possible “integration” of the French 
forces into operation “Desert Shield,” the minister 
replied that it was the Americans who had used this 
expression. He preferred to talk aLout “‘an orchestra in 
which each player plays his role.’’” General Schmitt, the 
armed forces chief of staff, who was there with Cheven- 
ement, used the image of a rugby team in which “the 
players are not all playing on the same side.” Finally, on 
the draft resolution prepared by the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council extending the 
embargo to air traffic, the defense minister explained: 
“Each state could, for example, ban flights across its 
territory. That would be progress, which is absent at the 
moment.”” Mr. Chevenement indicated that “if the 
Saudis asked,” France could contribute to the obser- 
vance of the embargo over Saudi Arabia, but, he added, 
the Saudis have about 200 aircraft, “‘which is more than 
necessary to monitor the few flights from countries 
whose identity is known.” 


Reportage on Defense Minister’s Visit to Gulf 
WA24091820 


For reportage on the visit by Defense Minister Jean- 
Pierre Chevenement to Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates, please see the Arabian Peninsula section of the 
24 September Near East & South Asia DAILY REPORT 
and subsequent issues. 
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Two More Seized in Kuwait; Diplomats Expelled 


AU2509121590 Paris AFP in English 
1156 GMT 25 Sep 90 


[Texi] Paris, Sept 25 (AFP)—Two more French 
nationals have been seized in Kuwait and taken to an 
unknown destination, the Foreign Ministry said here 
Tuesday without giving further details. 


Three Frenchmen abducted on October 14 when Iraqi 
soldiers burst into the French ambassador’s residence in 
Kuwait are being held at Hotel Melia al-Mansur in 
Baghdad, a Foreign Ministry spokesman added. Two 
other French expatriates were arrested and taken away at 
the beginning of last week. 


The spokesman said Iraq had given the French until 
Wednesday September 26 to repatriate | 1 officials from 
its Baghdad Embassy who are being expelled in tit-for-tat 
sanctions in the wake of the Kuwait residence violation. 
The spokesman said there were some 350 French 
nationals remaining in Iraq and Kuwait with fewer than 
85 actually in the kingdom, invaded on August 2 by Iraq. 


Of the 350, 67 had been taken to strategic sites, a few 
were at the Regency Hotel in Kuwait and a few more 
were at Hotel Melia al- Mansur, which has become a 
kind of “‘sorting house” for Western hostages, he said. 


French expatriates detained in Iraq, other than those at 
special sites, were “having no particular supply prob- 
lems’’. A few had health problems but these “are not too 
serious”, he said. 


* Embargo Said Violated Through Cyprus, Lebanon 


90P20127A Paris LIBERATION in French 
14 Sep 90 p § 


{Article by Francesco Cerri: “Cypriot-Lebanese Tear in 
Embargo’”’] 


[Excerpts] Limassol, special correspondent—lIt is simple, 
easy, not too e.pensive, quite profitable and, above all, 
practically risk free. As early as mid-August, just a few 
days after the international embargo against Iraq was 
decreed, the Cypriot-Lebanese network was already in 
full swing. For the last month, Limassol, the most 
important commercial port on Cyprus’ southern coast, 
has been the hub of the traffic officially intended for 
Lebanon, but, in reality, going to Baghdad. 


“The principle of this network is very simple,” says the 
lawyer of a Cypriot maritime agency, who naturally 
wishes to remain anonymous: “The traffic is 100 percent 
controlled by the Lebanese offshore companies on the 
island. They buy practically everything, foodstuffs, med- 
icines, raw materials. Contracts are signed very legally. 
Indeed, the official recipients of the goods are traders 
established in Lebanon.” 


For the past 10 years, Limassol has been the principal 
transshipping port for maritime exchanges with Lebanon 
managed by the hundreds of Beirut merchants who have 
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established offshore companies in Limassol, Larnaca, 
and Nicosia (there are 6,000 of them in Cyprus). Since 
the beginning of the Gulf crisis, the volume of traffic 
between Limassol and Lebanon has increased between 
10 and 20 percent. “Goods destined for Iraq are 
offloaded in one of the ports on the Lebanese coast,”’ my 
interlocutor continues. “There, it is sufficient to pay a 
transit tax to members of the Christian, Muslim, or other 
religious affiliation militias. The goods are then dis- 
patched by truck convoys to the Syrian border, from 
which they get into Iraq without too much difficulty. It 
costs a lot, sometimes, to transit Syrian territory. Large 
amounts must be paid to Syrian customs officials and/or 
soldiers.” 


The important advantage of the Cypriot-Lebanese net- 
work is that it is practically risk free. It is very difficult, 
if not impossible, to identify the goods intended for 
Baghdad among the containers forwarded from Limassol 
to Lebanese buyers. The Cypriot Government, which 
adhered to the UN-decreed embargo from the beginning 
by interdicting any commercial transactions with 
Baghdad or Kuwait City, is powerless from a juridical 
point of view. The only measure available to the minus- 
cule Mediterranean state, which has already lost nearly a 
billion dollars because of the embargo, would be suicidal: 
the interdiction of any commerce with Lebanon. This 
would undoubtedly provoke a revolution on the island 
[passage omitted] 


Nevertheless, the Nicosia Government is attempting to 
discipline the Lebanese traders: The Cypriot Central 
Bank sent a telex yesterday tv all offshore companies in 
the country, advising them “of penal sanctions and 
expulsion for any enterprise that would, directly or 
indirectly, violate resolution 661 of the UN Security 
Council.” 


This is a threat that would not unduly worry embargo 
pirates: It would be utopian to find proof of the rerouting 
of goods in Lebanon, “a lawless paradise” for all kinds of 
traffic [passage omitted]. 


11 Ships Boarded Since Embargo Declared 


AU2409150890 Paris AFP in English 1451 GMT 
24 Sep 90 


[Text] Paris, Sept 24 (AFP) — France said on Monday 
[24 September] its Navy has “identified” 721 cargo ships 
of which it boarded 11 since the United Nations voted a 
trade embargo against Iraq. 


A Navy spokesman said the cargo ships were identified 
under a procedure in which a warship asks a merchant 
ship by radio to state its cargo, point of departure and 
destination. 
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The information is relayed to other Western ships patrol- 
ling the Gulf, which jointly track the merchant ships’ 
itinerary. 


Communist Party Holds Stormy Plenary Session 


Reforms Rejected 


AU2309134690 Paris AFP in English 0259 GMT 
23 Sep 90 


[Text] Paris, Sept 23 (AFP)}—The French communist 
party wound up a three-day meeting of its Central 
Committee Saturday, rejecting propos:is by a reformist 
minority for a drastic shakeup of the organization. 


The party’s hardline General Secretary Georges Mar- 
chais said the proposals, presented by former communist 
minister Charles Fiterman, would not be considered 
preparatory documents for the next party congress on 
the same footing as “official” proposals put forward by 
the party leadership. 


Mr. Marchais, however, said the minority text would be 
published by the party newspaper I'Humanite, as part of 
discussions prior to the party congress scheduled for late 
December. 


The reformist proposals, which call for a vast democra- 
tization of one of Western Europe’s most unyieldingly 
orthodox communist parties, were the first counter- 
platform ever to be taken up by the party’s Central 
Committee. 


French communists, under the leadership of Mr. Mar- 
chais, 70, have steadily lost influence since the 1970s. 
Their electoral support has shrunk from 20 per cent in 
1978 to less than eight per cent today. 


Crisis Denied 


LD2209185590 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1600 GMT 22 Sep 90 


[Text] The French Communist Party (PCF) Central 
Committee ended in Paris today. The session was very 
animated, due to Charles Fiterman’s rebellion against 
the PCF leadership on the international situation, on the 
political prospcts, and the functioning of the party. But 
for Georges Marchais, who delivered a summary speech, 
there is no crisis within the PCF. 


[Begin Marchais recording] There has been no drama in 
the seat of the PCF. There is no crisis in the PCF. The 
situation ‘s quite normal for a party which wants its 
adherents, its members, to establish their own policy. 
From this point of view, it is obvious that there will 
inevitably be differences in judgement at the outset. | am 
therefore very satisfied with this session of the Central 
Committee. I said so in my summary speech, and I think 
that it will augur well for the grand 27th congress of our 
party. [end recording] 
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Spokesman: Iraqi Threats ‘Sign of Weakness’ 
AU2509093799 Rome ANSA in English 0830 GMT 
25 Sep 90 


[Text] (ANSA}—New York— Threats from Iraqi leader 
Saddam Husayn to attack Saudi Arabia and Israel when 
the embargo against his country begins to bite were 
dismissed as “a sign of weakness” by an Italian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Monday. 


Speaking in New York, where he is accompanying For- 
eign Minister Gianni de Michelis at the United Nations 
General Assembly session, spokesman Giovanni Castel- 
laneta said Husayn’s threats “feels that his back is 
against the wall and this is because the embargo is 
beginning to take effect.” [sentence as received] 


“Everything leads us to think that these are purely 
theoretical threats,” the spokesman continued during a 
press briefing in which he informed journalists of De 
Michelis’ timetable for Tuesday, “because the military 
situation is certainly not in Saddam's favor.” 


CSFR President Havel Meets With Andreotti 


LD2409131290 Prague CTK in English 
1242 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Rome Sept 24 (CTK)}—Czechoslovak President 
Vaclav Havel met with Italian Premier Giulio Andreotti 
in the Chigi Palace here today. 


They discussed the economic situation in Czechoslo- 
vakia and the transition to a market economy which will 
enable the country to join the all-European process. 


The first stage that Czechoslovakia will seek will be an 
association agreement with the European Community 
which could be followed by full membership some time 
at the end of the 1990's. 


President Havel said that Czechoslovakia is planning a 
number of initiatives as part of a second generation of 
the Helsinki agreements. This should help further 
improve East-West relations and speed up the dissolu- 
tion of the Warsaw Treaty, a remainder of the Stalinist 
times, Mr Havel said. 


He arrived in Italy on Saturday and yesterday received 
the Curzio Malaparte Literary Prize on Corsica before 
starting talks in Rome today. 


Meets Cossiga, Pope 


LD2409155490 Prague Domestic Service in Slovak 
1500 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Italy—Czechoslovak President Vaclav Havel had 
a meeting in Rome today with Premier Francesco Cos- 
siga. They discussed the situation in Czechoslovakia and 
in Europe, and other current issues. They agreed that a 
unified democratic Germany does not represent any 
danger for our continent. 
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Vaclav Havel was also received today by Pope John Paul 
II. The president presented the Pope with a facsimile of 
Vysehrad codex. This formal reception was preceded by 
a private audience, when Vaclav Havel and John Paul II 
had a tete-a-tete meeting. Afterwards the president and 
his entourage departed by air from Rome for Turin. 


* Craxi Criticizes Andreotti’s Strasbourg Speech 
9OESI289A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
14 Sep 90 p 9 


[Article by Leopoldo Fabiani: *“‘Craxi Enters Fray 
Against Andreotti Speech”’] 


[Text] Rome—Bettino Craxi is critical of Andreotti’s 
Strasbourg speech. And Giorgio La Malfa hails that 
criticism as supportive of the “interventionist” line his 
party has espoused since the beginning of the Persian 
Gulf crisis. The fact that Italy is heading the European 
Community during the current semester intensifies the 
relevancy of the concerns being voiced by PSI [Italian 
Socialist Party] Secretary Craxi. “As to the speech by the 
prime minister of the country that currently presides 
over the EEC,” said Craxi in his own speech yesterday 
morning before the leadership of his party, “I am not in 
agreement with the use of the word ‘dialogue’ in connec- 
tion with the relationship between the West and Sad- 
dam.” A further passage in Craxi’s speech also appeared 
to be aimed at Andreotti, terming the idea of “linking 
together and resolving together” the crisis unleashed by 
Saddam with the other open issues in the Middle East, 
and first among them the Palestinian one, “an absolutely 
unrealistic flight of fancy.” 


PRI [Italian Republican Party] Secretary La Malfa 
hailed Craxi’s statements. On Tuesday, on the floor of 
the European Parliament, La Malfa had already strongly 
criticized Andreotti’s speech. Since the inception of the 
crisis, La Malfa has favored a significant Italian military 
presence in the Gulf, and he now sees his view vindi- 
cated. “If, as is highly probable,” said La Malfa to LA 
REPUBBLICA, “U.S. Secretary of State Baker today 
asks the Italian Government to provide a military pres- 
ence, symbolic though it may be, we must respond ‘Yes.’ 
We can send a squadron of planes, thanks also to the 
position taken by the Socialists.”’ Yesterday, Craxi spoke 
of “the taking of a serious and solidary position by 
Italy.” He has been more explicit in the past, saying that 
“If there is a war, Italy certainly cannot pull back.” The 
PSI’s “interventionist” views were explicitly stated at 
Strasbourg by former Defense Minister Lelio Lagorio, 
who expressed approval of sending Italian planes to the 
Gulf. 


In all fairness, the text of the prime minister's Strasbourg 
speech contains no reference to a “dialogue with Saddam 
Hussein.” Rather, it refers to the need of keeping open a 
dialogue with the Arab countries. All of the EEC coun- 
tries are in agreement on this point, and have explicitly 
emphasized it in an official statement issued in Rome 
last Friday. And yesterday, the Palazzo Chigi [Office of 
the Prime Minister] spokesman emphasized that neither 
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in Andreotti’s speech nor in the resolution passed by the 
Europarliament has the Palestinian question been placed 
in the same context as Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. “It 
would be well to read the speeches themselves,” he said, 
“and also well to read the resolutions.” 


True, speaking at Strasbourg Andreotti dwelt insistently 
on the need for a negotiated solution that would succeed 
in averting a military intervention, and the head of 
government is known to be concerned as to the conse- 
quences of an armed conflict, which could render the 
entire region and the Arab world ungovernable for a long 
time to come. And the prime minister appealed to the 
Iraqi dictator to renounce his claim to annexation, thus 
rendering less remote the possibility of embarking on a 
solution of all the area’s problems. In the past, Andreotti 
has talked of offering Saddam Hussein the possibility of 
saving face, but in any and all cases insisted on a 
withdrawal from Kuwait. But Craxi also spoke yesterday 
of a solution that must “on the one hand, substantially 
impiement the UN’s resolution, guarantee the with- 
drawal of Iraqi troops, and contain the elements of a deal 
that could be accepted by all the parties currently con- 
fronting each other.” 


On the need to explore all the political and diplomatic 
approaches possible in an effort to avert an armed 
intervention, there is no divergence of views whatever 
within the government, also because this is the view held 
by the international community. The real difference is 
between those who want a significant Italian military 
presence in the Gulf, and those who want to take a more 
cautious approach. “From the start of the crisis,” says La 
Malfa, “two diverse positions have vied with each other. 
One was determined to reduce our direct commitment to 
a minimum, and the other called for close coordination 
with our Western allies.”’ The second has prevailed; and 
in La Malfa’s opinion, “If an acceptable conclusion has 
been arrived at, it is thanks to the pressures exerted by 
the laicals and Socialists” on Palazzo Chigi. The Repub- 
licans’ call for a presence such as will convey “real 
solidarity” is based on two considerations: First, 
Saddam can be brought to reason only if he is convinced 
that unless he withdraws there will be a military inter- 
vention. And second, it would be disastrous to give the 
impression of a split among the Western powers, at the 
very time when the United States and the Soviet Union 
are acting in agreement with each other. 


The division between “interventionists” and “modera- 
tionists” is likely to surface again in response to the 
Americar request for a direct military commitment, 
symbolic though it may be. “This is the political problem 
that is exploding,” says La Malfa, “and we Italians are 
called upon to decide without further delay. In the 
Republican secretary's view, Andreotti’s caution is 
explained also by his desire to avoid upsetting relations 
with the PCI [Italian Communist Party]. "The applause 
that greeted his Strasbourg speech,‘ La Malfa recounts, 
“came only from the Italian Communist and Christian 
Democratic benches. And Occhetto relished the oppor- 
tunity to say that everything must be channeled back 
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under the aegis of the UN.“ A request from Washington 
for a greater military commitment would undoubtedly 
further distance the PCI’s position from that of the 
governing majority. As it is, in Parliament’s August 
debate on the sending of ships, the Communist decision 
to abstain was opposed by the party’s internal minority, 
which, following Pietro Ingrao’s speech, decided to not 
participate at all in the voting, thus creating an unprec- 
edented split within the party. 


The addressing of a decision of this magnitude would 
push all the polemics of the past several days, regarding 
the advisability of meeting with Arafat, into the back- 
ground. Be that as it may, yesterday the foreign minister, 
who leaves for Moscow today, stated that he is “fed up 
with having to address problems involving the interna- 
tional sector with a parochial approach.”” He then 
sought, however, to deny all the reports published by the 
press alleging divisions within the government that pit 
Andreotti and the PRI against each other. “I want to 
repeat will all clarity,” said De Michelis, “that the 
government has acted in a solitary, homogeneous 
manner, as all of our decisions have clearly borne out. 
Let me reiterate that, as regards positions, I have at all 
times found myself in full agreement with the positions 
taken by the Republican Party.” 


* Catholics, Communists Explore New Relationships 


90ES1200A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
17 Aug 90 p8 


{Articie by Gianni Baget Bozzo: “The Church and the 
Affair’’] 


[Text] The Church in Italy has not yet made any evalu- 
ation, on any level, of Occhetto’s proposal to change the 
name of the PCI [Italian Comriunist Party]. There is an 
old scholastic adage to the effect that “Names express 
things.”” Changing language means changing reality. 
Habituated by its very existence to measuring the oper- 
ational values of symbols and their supremacy over 
causes, Catholic culture is certainly the most likely to 
understand the importance of a linguistic operation. 


And after all, Occhetto’s operation, although it is clearly 
beamed at the Socialists and the alternative, is certainly 
aimed at Catholic culture as well. There will probably 
not be any significant Catholic support of the Constit- 
uent Assembly of doc [real] Catholics, with the possible 
exception of Paola Gaiotti. But that does not mean that 
the Italian Church is disregarding Moro’s lesson, or that 
the “strategy of vigilance” is exactly a strategy and 
accordingly beginning to require tactics. Even the hier- 
archy has finally recognized the limitations of a strategy 
of Catholic unity around the DC [Christian Democratic 
Party], and their problem seems to be how to get out of 
it to the best advantage. 


«plains the purposeful acceptance of the Segni 
lum by some bishops. The renunciation of pro- 
al representation, in whatever form it may take, 
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removes the chiefly ideological character of the vote in 
order to lend it a more directly political one. The ban of 
the Church on voting for Communists and their allies, 
which ts basic to the Catholics’ unity around the DC, can 
be maintained beyond its political time for the sake of a 
system like proportional representation, which empha- 
sizes ideologies. If the voter were confronted with single 
candidates in a vote by names, support for the system of 
voting according to ideologies would fail and the images 
of the parties would certainly change too. 


But there may be even more to the “strategy of vigi- 
lance” toward Occhetto’s proposal. Occhetto’s party is 
making changes right on ideological ground, because it is 
removing the Marxist tradition from the party’s qualifi- 
cations and intends to make the new party a strictly 
secular one. It is interesting to note that the proposal of 
a Communist Party that is entirely secular is open for 
that very reason to Catholics as such, and that it was part 
of the political thinking of Franco Rodano, who 
approached the subject of relations between Catholics 
and Communists in terms that are an ante litteram 
refutation of Catholic communism. Meanwhile the 
“antagonism” preached by the “no” Communists, with 
which they may be abandoning their congressional align- 
ment against Occhetto’s proposal, is bound to meet with 
a favorable response in the ecclesiastical world: “Antag- 
onism”™ that is an attitude of moral criticism toward 
society as it is, has always been a position of the Church. 
It must be said that ecclesiastical “antagonism” is the 
basis of political integralism, but that is neither rightist 
nor leftist in itself, and it may change direction frorn one 
side to the other. 


Now it is interesting to note that the positions of the 
Catholic left, within and outside the DC, but with a 
widespread response throughout the Catholic world, 
share the aversion of the Communist base to the PSI 
(Italian Socialist Party], which is regarded as the histor- 
ical face of capitalism in Italy. The origin of this view, 
which has led Catholics of every persuasion and most 
Communists to describe the PSI as the real ideological 
enemy, should be examined, but there is no question that 
it exists, and it explains the recent moves of the DC left 
and particularly those of De Mita. 
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The DC left realizes that there is a viewpoint in the 
Catholic world that infers from the moral aversion to 
capitalism, that the PSI is the political face of capitalism, 
and accordingly the DC Left’s battle on the subject of TV 
broadcasts, which became the Berlusconi question and 
then the question of Berlusconi's department store, was 
the most suitable ground for strengthening this convic- 
tion in the Catholic world that the PSI is the party of 
Capitalism and consumerism, and accordingly of abor- 
tion, divorce etc.; or to quote an expression of mine that 
has found favor, the party of the “radical society,” or in 
other words the party of western secularism. But the 
question may arise here whether this present interest in 
Catholic culture for a socially “antagonistic” and not 
ideologically determined party could perhaps go beyond 
the DC left. And therefore whether the latter should not 
be thinking of another position, outside the DC. It is the 
question asked by Leoluca Orlando, even if the Sicilian 
exceptions which occurred in Palermo at other times 
because of Sicily’s political insularity, have never suc- 
ceeded anywhere clse. 


In any case, the relationship between the Catholics and 
the Communists will start to change sooner or later. The 
confrontation within the DC is becoming more acute for 
this reason and neither Andreotti’s benevolent negli- 
gence nor Forlani’s strategy of overlooking it will suc- 
ceed in preventing it. 


Now and then I read that De Mita and Forlani are still 
bound by the San Genesio pact of 20 years ago. The DC 
is almost perpetual, but time is telling upon even the 
Christian Democrats. The secretary's strong point is the 
fact that the new PCI and the DC left are a composition 
of dreams, because after all both the bishops and the 
Communists know that the “third ways” are as easy to 
say as they are difficult to take. 


After all the DC has often opposed the requirements of 
institutions and of policy, much more weighty than the 
present ones, of the ecclesiastical hierarchy and the 
Catholic world. Nevertheless, while it is difficult to 
discern such a pro-Socialist trend in the intra- 
Communist debate, there are many indications that the 
Communists know that Occhetto’s “nameless” [The 
Thing] and Ingrao’s “weak Marxism,” which is ecolog- 
ical and full of benevolence toward “brother wolf,” can 
be combined to affect the feeling of part of the Catholic 
world, and particularly the bishops’ world. 
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Cyprus Broadcasting Launches Third Program 


NC2109130290 Nicosia THE CYPRUS WEEKLY 
in English 21 Sep 90 p 8 


[Report by Bouli Hatzioannouj 


[Text] CyBC [Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation] will 
make its own contribution to round-the-clock live broad- 
casting with the launching of its third programme on 
94.8 FM stereo at midnight on Sunday, September 30. 


The decision, which has prompted accusations in a 
section of the local press of “unfair competition” against 
the newly-established independent radio stations, is 
expected to show that CyBC too can break out of 
stereotype models and give the audience what they 
apparently want—lots of music and news programmes. 
CyBC itself described the new venture as “a necessary 
complement to existing programmes.” 


It rejected charges that taxpayers’ money was being 
wasted, arguing that all expenses had been explicitly 
stated in its 1989 and 1990 budgets. 


The decision dates back to 1986 and, according to a 
CyBC statement, the corporation felt that the establish- 
ment of a new channel falls very much within its man- 
date to serve the people of Cyprus to the best of its 
abilities. 


CyBC, which belongs to the people of Cyprus, feels the 
obligation and continually seeks to complement and 
improve its services to the public, giving it the possibility 
of another choice, which will offer entertainment but 
especially extended news coverage. The channel will 
cover “the political, cultural, economic and social life of 
the country in an accessible and pluralistic way,” CyBC 
said in an official announcement. 


The new programme will rely mostly on part-timers, 
many of them journalists in the Greek language press. A 
Greek expert, Tassos Papadhopoulos, has been on the 
island for the past few weeks, training the new staff. 


Some of the heavy guns from the TV programme will 
also be rolled in to help, sources close to the third 
programme told The Cyprus Weekly. 


They include newscasters loannis Kareklas, Andreas 
Stilianou and Spiros Kettiros. 


CyBC hopes to attract advertising by offering tempting 
packages for radio and TV advertisements. It hopes the 
audience will tune in to what CyBC describes as the 
“new spirit of broadcasting,” including the audience’s 
own top twenty. 
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According to CyBC sources, the new station will place 
special emphasis on radio magazine programmes, which 
will rely on a network of correspondents. 


It has also tried to bring in as much new blood as 
possible. 


“We want to have completely different voices. It has to 
be a different programme with a different approach to 
broadcasting. We do not want to create another first 
channel,” one highly placed CyBC official told The 
Cyprus Weekly. 


The decision not to employ new full time staff was as 
much a result of necessity as of choice. 


CyBC is already top heavy and its large payroll has 
earned it more than its fair share of criticism. Part- 
timers are cheaper. They are also more flexible. 


“But even if we wanted to hire full-time employees, we 
can’t, because of the appeal pending before the Supreme 
Court,” the same official said. 


The appeal followed a decision by Judge Khristos 
Artemidhis ruling the appointment of CyBC PR officer 
Nayia Roussou unconstitutional. Artemidhis said that 
the presence of party representatives as board observers 
and the appointment of members of the board from lists 
submitted to the President was discriminatory and there- 
fore unconstitutional. 


Also pending is the appointment of a new chairman of 
the board, following the resignation of Khrissis Dhimi- 
triadhis on grounds of ill health. 


Press reports have suggested that the leading candidate 
for the important position is former minister Marios 
Iliadhis. 


Turkey’s Evren Visits TRNC, Addresses Meeting 


TA2509101890 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0900 GMT 25 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] Magosa [Famagusta] (AA)}—Former President 
Kenan Evren said here on Monday that the Turkish 
Cypriot people have the right of self-determination. 


Evren, currently visiting the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC), was speaking in Magosa, 
where the mayor presented him with the key to the city. 


In a public address at an outdoor meeting Evren said the 
Turkish Cypriots had exercised their right to self- 
determination when they set up the TRNC. He also said 
Turkey had immediately recognized that state. 


He said those who opposed the TRNC and still oppose it 
accept the right of self-determination for others but 
reject it for the Turkish Cypriots. 


He said it was impossible to understand that attitude and 
that it proved “the Turk has no friend but the Turk.” 
[passage omitted] 
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* Reaction, Consequences of Gulf Crisis Examined 


* ‘Only’ National Interest 


90ES1234A Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 
21 Aug 90 p 1 


[Text] Dispatch of a Greek naval unit to the Persian Gulf 
is a very significant decision and it rightly was given 
much thought by Prime Minister K. Mitsotakis as he 
very clearly implied by his statements. The Greek Gov- 
ernment initially decided in principle for the Greek flag 
to take part in the multinational force, but it is clear it 
will implement this decision with much prudence and 
take all necessary measures to protect Greek lives and 
Greek interests. 


There are many delicate balances that must be pre- 
served. On one side there is pressure to participate in the 
international force so we can show with our actions our 
opposition to the new, violent invasion and conquest of 
a small country, a UN member, by another large one, just 
like the Turkish invasion of Cyprus. And, of course, in 
order to balance in some way Turkey’s benefits from the 
new crisis in the Persian Gulf. 


On the other hand, the government has an obligation to 
see that the 250 Greeks who are trapped in the region 
and the crew of the [frigate] Limnos will be exposed to 
the least possible danger. At the same time the govern- 
ment has an obligation to remind the various friends and 
allies that they did not act as diligently in the case of 
Cyprus and that in any event Greece’s participation 
must receive the proper response by them. ‘hese are 
difficult balances but for once we must look exclusively 
after our interests. 


* Morale on Frigate 


90ES1234B Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
24 Aug 90 p 13 


[Article by Y. Tsakiris and K. Kiriakopoulos: “*Morale? 
You Can't Say It Is the Highest”] 


[Excerpts] Greece will be present with the frigate Limnos 
in the Persian Gulf. A transfer to the frigate is the best 
thing that can happen to sailors or regular officers. Yet, 
many were forced by Husayn’s specter to search for ways 
to stay away. 


“Yioryos was sitting on deck one day in the Persian Gulf 
and what was it that went through his mind? A...shell as 
big as that!” 


Between jokes and serious talk, life goes on for the 
Limnos crew. They have few options. No one wants to go 
to the Gulf and no one can do anything about it. Those 
who tried or even thought to stay away did not succeed. 
There were quite a few of them. Each in his own way, 
with sick leave, with participation in tests for regular 
petty officers and with a dozen other ways. Zero result. 
They are all at their posts waiting for the decision of the 
Greek Government ordering them to set sail. 
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fut in the meantime how do they spend their time, what 
problems do they face, how are they treated by their 
parents and friends? One of the crew spoke with us about 
all this, conveying the climate prevailing on the ship, as 
he experienced it in the last 14 days. 


“We were getting ready for a trip when we heard about 
the events in the Persian Gulf. Later we learned that we 
were chosen to go there. No one said anything to us 
officially. It was just a rumor, but it turned out to be true. 
It was Wednesday or Thursday. We immediately started 
preparations. We loaded ammunition and supplies. It is 
not true that we loaded the ship at night.” 


The crew’s first reaction was to curse their fate. Why did 
this f... thing have to happen to us? We are just finishing 
our time of service, why all this, why Greece, and the 
like. 


Everyone Listening to the News 


* No morale, just bad tempers, both among draftees and 
regulers. It applied more to the regulars because they had 
the experience of March 1987 and used it as an illustra- 
won. shings are difficult, they said, not enough water on 
the ship. 


“Suddenly, everyone on the ship started to watch the 
news on TV. Before, no one watched the news, they all 
watched soccer, R-rated movies, basketball and the like. 
Now, news, news and more news about the temperature 
in the Gulf, about chemical warfare, and a lot of things. 
On the other hand we could see that work on the ship was 
not completed. This results in a bad feeling, especially in 
the first few days. 


“We had reaciions. Several invented all kinds of sce- 
narios to avoid going to the Gulf. Many went to doctors 
they knew, trying to wiggle a sick leave. Others took tests 
for petty officers although they had passed the age limit. 
The older ones were more conscientious. They tried to 
stay away but with more self-respecting ways. At first the 
reactions were individual and many, but now they are in 
a rut. We see things more logically and calmly. We say 
we'll go, we won't like it, we'll have a bad time, but what 
can we do? Morale is neither good nor bad. 


“Everyone had a friend higher up. One knew [Defense 
Minister] Varvitsiotis, another knew Varvitsiotis’ chauf- 
feur! And this is how the rumors got started. One would 
say we were leaving at such and such a time. Another 
would say I know we are not leaving! In any event, there 
was no panic. We had serious discussions, analyzing the 
situation. This is because most sailors are educated.” 


Don’t Talk With Newsmen 


“The days were going by without an official briefing. 
Rumors continued and the press started writing all kinds 
of stories, true or false, and the only time the captain 
spoke with the crew was when he told us not go give any 
information to newsmen. When the commander of the 
destroyers came over he spoke with the crew over the 
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loudspeakers. Some said he did so because he did not 
dare face the crew. On the other hand, the ship’s com- 
mand is more flexible toward the crew. 


“What I think would help and what many want is official 
information. And if they cannot give us an official 
briefing at least tell us why they can’t. Otherwise we aie 
prey to every rumor. The impression is we are going to 
war. Even the jokes are about war. [passage omitted] We 
are talking about the heat, about sharks and about other 
war-like things. We believe we will go the Mediterranean 
for awhile and that in the end we will go through the Suez 
Canal.” 


They See Us as Heroes 


“The other crews see us as popular heroes. They do not 
laugh at us. It is impressive that some in other ships want 
to be transferred voluntarily to the Limnos and go to the 
Gulf. Citizens and sailors stop us on the street. They 
want to know how things are going, they want to give us 
inspiration. We are with you, they say. You will not go to 
the Gulf, you will stop somewhere between Crete and 
Cyprus and the like. Many try to show their sympathy by 
cursing the government. 


“The families of crew members have reacted very 
strongly. Today I was talking with the mother of a friend 
of mine and when she heard I was with Limnos she 
Started crying and wanted to send me an amulet.” 
[passage omitted] 


* Crisis Results 


90ES1734C Athens TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS in Greek 
16 Aug 90 pp 17- 19 


{Article by St. Evstathiadis: “Thirty Nine Questions and 
Answers on the Gulf Crisis and Greece's Situation” 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] 


[Question] Is Creece’s participation in the multinational 
force legally covered? 


[Answer] Yes, as long as it faithfully follows the Security 
Council resolutions. It is possible that the legality will be 
questioned if Greece becomes involved in a war in the 
Gulf or in the wider area because an imprecise resolution 
of the Security Council may be interpreted “as you like.” 
Neither the decision of the EEC nor the decision of the 
West European Union is binding for Greece. Questions 
may be raised with regard to the constitutionality of 
Greece’s participation in a mi ‘tary conflict. 


[Question] Will Greece receive any “reward” for its 
participation in the multinational force? 


[Answer] The only reward may be the covering of the 
costs for dispatching Limnos to the Gulf. Later, after the 
crisis is over, Greece may have (theoretically) the possi- 
bility of asking for a “just treatment,” etc., using its 
stand on the Gulf crisis as an argument. Nothing more. 
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Of course, there could be no rewards since its participa- 
tion is in a way obligatory as a result of its obligations to 
the United Nations and its resolutions. Beyond that, no 
one asked Greece to take part as t'ie United States did 
with Turkey, which rightly was given rewards. 


fQuestion] Are Greece’s friendly relations with the Arabs 
in jeopardy? 


[Answer] Evidently not because Arabs (Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia) came to Athens and asked for Greek 
support. A chance for Greek support in Iraq is out of the 
question and therefore it does not matter if Saddam 
Husayn is displeased with the Greek stand. With regard 
to the Palestinians: First, their support of Iraq is rather 
superficial and is due to other reasons—Saddam is their 
only hope among the Arabs. Second, the position toward 
them and their national goals have not changed. 


[Question] Is the Aegean left “defenseless” after depar- 
ture of Limnos? 


[Answer] It is very unlikely that at this very moment 
Turkey would launch an attack or even exert strong 
pressure on Greece. In any event, even if Limnos was in 
the Indian Ocean it could come back in four days. In 
addition, it is not only Greece that has removed a 
defense element from the Aegean. Turkey, too, has 
transferred from the Smyrna area its interior land and air 
forces to the Iraqi border. 


[Question] What will be the financial cost for Greece 
from the Gulf crisis? 


[Answer] Following the rise in oil prices, Greece will 
have a loss of over one billion dollars according to the 
prime minister. In addition, insurance premiums will go 
up, remittances from shipping will go down, and so will 
our exports to Arab countries in general. Greek firms 
working on projects in Iraq and in Kuwait (estimated at 
$65 million in 1989 prices) are forced to stop and it is 
doubtful they will ever be paid. 


[Question] Is anyone going to “gain” from the crisis? 


[Answer] Many, certainly. First, the American oil com- 
panies which find that with the rise in oil prices, exploi- 
tation of deposits in Texas, Florida, Louisiana, etc., 
becomes profitable. Since 1988 these deposits have not 
been considered exploitable because of the cost. Also, the 
Soviets who sell their only export product—oil and 
natural gas—at a 30 percent higher price—higher than in 
many years. But the great beneficiary of the crisis is the 
United States as a country, as a competitor of other 
countries, and as a guarantor of international security. 
The crisis in the Gulf was a golden opportunity the 
United States has sought for years. In the past it could 
not exploit similar situations because of the Soviet 
Union. The United States now takes military positions 
in the Middle East and from those positions it will be 
able to determine oil's international price, thus hurting 
from time to time its competitors: Japan, Germany, the 
EEC, etc. 
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[Question] And when all this is over in one way or 
another, will the “good old days” return to the Gulf and 
Arab peninsula? 


[Answer] Of course not. Even if a compromise solution is 
found—an entirely unlikely possibility, of course— 
matters will not return to the point they were before 
0615 hours on 2 August. The price of oil will not return 
to $20 per barrel because even if international produc- 
tion is not reduced, the capacity of refineries will be 
reduced because of damages (if not total destruction in 
Kuwait). But where changes will come they will be in the 
regimes of small states on the Arab peninsula. It is 
impossible for them to survive in their antiquated, 
medieval form. It is impossible for them to continue to 
exploit the riches of their countries, even though they 
pay well those who work for them. It is impossible for 
these theocratical, restrictive regimes such as Saudi 
Arabia, the Emirates, or even Iraq to survive the cos- 
mogony which has been brought about by the arrival of 
tens of thousands of Americans who sooner or later will 
come into contact with the Arab populations. 


* WEU Membership 


90ES1234D Athens TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS in Greek 
26 Aug 90 p AY 


[Article by Yiannis Kartalis: “Greece’s European 
Choice™} 


[Fxcerpt] [passage omitted] It is known that for several 
years now Greece has tried to become a member of the 
West European Union [WEU], especially after Turkey 
sought to become a member as well. However, in the past 
WEU members had refused to accept both countries 
(also because of Greek-Turkish differences in the 
Aegean). 


At that time, however, WEU did not have the signifi- 
cance it has today, as it is being gradually transformed 
into an organ for a joint defense policy by the EEC. 


WEU membership includes all EEC members with the 
exception of Greece, Ireland, and Denmark. Spain and 
Portugal became full members after their admission to 
the EEC, but Greece and Turkey retained their observer 
status. It is self-evident that Greece cannot be absent 
from this European defense organization, especially at a 
time when Turkey wants to become a full member, thus 
opening the way for its admission to the EEC. 


The recent crisis gave an opportunity for emphasizing 
Turkey's role as a regional power neighboring the flam- 
mable Middle Eastern region. President Ozal, in 
repeated statements and interviews to foreign newspa- 
pers, did not hesitate to take advantage of Turkey's 
international prominence and press for his country’s 
admission into the EEC. In an interview the other day to 
LE FIGARO he emphasized that “it would be serious 
political short-sightedness” for EEC members not to 
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accept Turkey because it is a Moslem country “when 
Turkey has illustrated a moderate policy in the Moslem 
world.” 


Therefore, one can understand the significance of 
Greece’s participation in the developing joint European 
defense policy, especially at this moment when EEC 
members for the first time (even under the auspices of 
the WEU since the EEC has not as yet developed its own 
defense dimension) coordinate their moves at the oper- 
ational level (and this independently from the moves of 
the Americans). It will be very difficult tomorrow for 
WEU members to again reject Greece’s admission when 
they themselves had invited it as an observer, while 
Greece gave proof of its intention to participate with the 
frigate Limnos in this joint European presence. And all 
this when NATO, because of the familiar limitations to 
its action area was not able to coordinate European 
countries. Anyway, what will be NATO’s role tomorrow 
when improvement in East-West relations is evident, 
leading mathematically to the gradual disappearance of 
military camps? By contrast, in this way, Europe’s sig- 
nificance will be shown, especially the defense role 
Europe will play tomorrow without the protection of the 
American umbrella which has been provided through 
NATO until now. 


The Gulf crisis, therefore, gave the European countries 
the opportunity (with the exception of pro-American 
Britain of conservative Mrs. Thatcher, which rushed to 
send naval and air forces without any consultation with 
her European partners) to act jointly for the first time in 
their history. 


Regardless of the criticism voiced on the effectiveness of 
this action (or the autonomous role France tried t¢ r!ay), 
the fact remains that both at the EEC level (tor coordi- 
nation of diplomatic efforts) and at the WEU level (for 
coordination of operational moves), Europe emphasized 
its autonomous presence. 


This presence, in which Greece was not absent, is 
capable of better protecting European interests because 
Europe will pay a heavier price for the oil crisis (since it 
has no energy sources of its own) than the United States 
which has rich oil deposits in Texas, Louisiana, Pennsyl- 
vania, Florida, and Alaska. Most of these deposits are 
not being exploited. 


* New Electoral Law: Details, Comments 


* 1985 Law Used 


9O0ES1154A Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 
28 Jul 90 p 3 


[Text] The new electoral law bill that the government 
will submit to the Chamber of Deputies in the beginning 
of October is scheduled to reflect a substantial return to 
the electoral system that prevailed in the 1985 elections. 
According to well-informed sources, the new electoral 
law will be made up of only three articles. The first 
article provides for the return of the law that prevailed in 
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the 1985 elections as is. The second article will provide 
for the setting of a three percent “ceiling” for the parties 
in order to participate in the distribution of seats. 
Finally, the third artic <¢ will point out that if a second 
election should take place within the same year, then this 
election will not be conducted on the basis of candidate 
preference checkmarks but on the basis of electoral lists. 


The above information, that has been completely 
checked, comes from a very highly-placed source and 
fully expresses the government's intentions on the new 
electoral law. Of course, Prime Minister Mitsotakis’ 
intention is not at all a hasty recourse to elections. To the 
contrary, he prefers the elapse of the four-year period as 
provided by the Constitution. Nevertheless, the tabling 
and passing of the new electoral law is considered by 
government circles as certain to free the prime minister's 
hands and he will exert constant pressure on the govern- 
ment opposition to be careful of its behavior because 
otherwise the government will seek recourse to new 
elections, something that none of the opposition parties 
wants at this time. 


With the projected bill the government believes that it 
will overcome any possible objections from PASOK 
[Panhellenic Socialist Movement] since it essentially 
concerns the return of a law that Mr. A. Papandreou's 
government had drafted and passed in 1985. Also with 
the new law a carving up of political forces will be 
avoided since it does not appear possible that any of the 
small parties will get above the three percent “ceiling” 
with the result that only the ND [New Democracy], 
PASOK, and the Coalition [of the Left for Progress] will 
be represented in the Chamber of Deputies. 


The government believes that the new electoral law will 
guarantee the establisment of strong governments and 
the number one party will be able, with 43-44 percent of 
the vote, comfortably win a parliamentary majority. 


The establishment of the three percent “ceiling” for the 
parties’ being able to participate in the distribution of 
seats constitutes, according to government circles, a 
nationally indispensable solution. This is so because, 
although it may at first meet with the sharp opposition of 
the Left and the small parties, it will prevent the election 
of deputies coming from coalitions that do not serve 
national interests, such as the independent Muslim coa- 
litions of Thraki. Consequently, the government does 
not believe that it will encounter strong opposition in 
having iis law passed overwhelmingly. 


* Law Criticized 


90ES1154B Athens KIRIAKATIKI ELEVTHEROTIPIA 
in Greek 29 Jul 90 p 8 


{[Unattributed article under the rubric: “Opinions”’] 


[Text] ihe ND government has come to an agreement on 
the electoral law bill that will be submitted to a vote in 
the Chamber of Deputies in October. It is the reinforced 
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proportional electoral system of 1985 with a three per- 
cent ceiling for the representation of political parties in 
the Chamber of Deputies and a return to electoral lists. 


Prime Minister Mitsotakis cannot be criticized for 
bringing back the reinforced proportional system. He 
had already mentioned it before the elections. It is 
consistent with his preelection pronoucement. 


The problem in the electoral law, however, is not con- 
sistency. It is correctness. The ND knows that it won the 
preferences of the electorate not to change the electoral 
law but to restore the country’s economy. The electoral 
law did not have any effect on the Greek people's verdict 
in the 8 April elections. 


This column has proclaimed its preference for the simple 
proportional electoral system. It insists on having this 
system because all parties must be represented in the 
Greek Chamber of Deputies proportional to their elec- 
toral strength. 


Society is made up of many voices. And the Greek 
Chamber of Deputies must express this. These many 
voices cannot be permitted to be fraudulently muzzled 
electorally in the name of self-reliant single party gov- 
ernments. 


Mr. Mitsotakis’ allegation today and Mr. Papandreou’s 
in 1985 that the electoral system must provide the 
country with strong single party governments has its 
origin in their despotic mentality for governing the 
country. 


Self-reliant single party governments lead to a one party 
state and to the arrogance of power. The country does 
not need strong governments. It needs prudent govern- 
ments. And prudent governments are accepted govern- 
ments. 


The 1985 proportional electoral system had increased 
both polarizatior and Menios Koutsoyiorgas’ black and 
white way of looking at things. The political life of the 
country must not return to frontal confrontations 
between parties. As head of the ND and prime minister 
of the country, may he ponder over that in a responsible 
manner. 


The three percent ceiling is also an antidemocratic piece 
of high-handedness and a violation of parliamentary 
multivoicedness for the representation of a given party 
in the Greek Chamber of Deputies. Every electoral 
district is represented in the Greek Chamber of Deputies 
by a certain number of deputies. And these deputies are 
elected in accordance with a certain number of votes 
they obtained in their electoral district. 


With what kind of democratic discernment will voters of 
other electoral districts decide on the representation in 
the Chamber of Deputies of any other electoral district? 
The evocation of national reasons is for the naive. The 
three percent ceiling seeks the theft of votes from the 
small parties. 
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And, finally, the return of electoral lists serves to consol- 
idate the power of party leaders and the disappearance of 
the voice of deputies. The parliamentary groups of the 
various parties are then converted into irresolute com- 
panies. 


Mr. Mitstotakis’ electoral system is being rejected. Let 
him abandon it and let him adopt the simple propor- 
tional system. Parliamentary majorities should derive 
from the acquisition of the majority of the electorate 
with a proper policy. That is the only strong government 
authority. Not a return to 1985. 


* Future Diplomatic Challenges Detailed 


QOES1179A Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
12 Aug 90 p7 


[Article by Kostas lordanidis: “Toward a New Environ- 
ment”™] 


[Text] Greece faces significant challenges and opportu- 
nities following the extraordinary session of NATO 
foreign ministers in Brussels on Friday. In effect the 
session formalized adjustment of the Alliance to the new 
security environment by extending the area of high-level 
consultation to crises outside NATO's treaty obligations. 


The assumption of collective defensive responsibility by 
NATO in favor of Turkey should not panic the country’s 
political leadership. Instead, it provides the Greek Gov- 
ernment with the opportunity to pursue its active partic- 
ipation in the new security system. This system will soon 
lead, according to proper sources, to development of 
cooperation in the military sector in areas outside 
NATO's traditional responsibility. 


The key feature of the new security system is the 
upgrading of naval and air forces as compared to land 
forces. This follows from the limitation of Conventional 
Forces in Europe together with the projected extension 
of NATO's political activities beyond its traditional area 
of responsibility. 


As the only NATO country with land borders with Arab 
countries, Turkey not only retains but also increases its 
strategic significance, as shown from statements of Pres- 
ident George Bush and Secretary of State James Baker 
during this present crisis. 


Participation 


Nevertheless, the new security concept which in practical 
terms is being promoted by the United States and 
Britain, enables the Greek Government to seek real 
participation in a new mechanism which will rely 
mainly—compared to the past—on the increased possi- 
bilities of air, naval, and special forces. 


The foreshadowed developments, according to appro- 
priate sources, do not counter the basic objectives of 
Greek defense policy which aim at protecting the Aegean 
islands and the security of Cyprus in the event of new 
aggressive action by Turkey. Turkey's advantage is that 
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as a land power it has the ability to follow a “passive 
policy.” By contrast, the Greek Government, both on the 
issue of political support as well as in the case of 
potentially joining a new defense structure, should 
follow a policy of a “projecting force” in the context of a 
joint allied effort. 


The “convenient” transfer of wider problems of foreign 
policy to the EEC councils so far followed by the 
government, thus covering ingrained weaknesses of plan- 
ning and promotion of foreign policy issues, cannot go 
on for much longer. 


Already the decision of the United States, Britain, and 
France to send forces to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf is 
indicative of the position to be taken by the “maritime 
countries” in the Alliance within the developing new 
security system outlined at the extraordinary session of 
NATO foreign ministers. 


Duality 


Well-informed sources note that as a maritime country 
Greece is naturally attracted to its traditional allies—the 
United States and Britain—as far as its security and 
defense interests are concerned. 


Nevertheless, in the context of the EEC, Greece needs to 
harmonize its policies with the land power— 
Germany—in which Prime Minister K. Mitsotakis has 
invested so much. 


This necessary dualism should not lead the Greek Gov- 
ernment to inertia, but it certainly pushes to the limit the 
nonexistent mechanisms of foreign policy planning. 


The balances the Greek Government will achieve in the 
new security system are bound to affect the Cypriot issue 
as well. Recent developments will have a negative 
impact on it since the United States, other NATO allies, 
and EEC members are now unlikely to exert any pressure 
on Turkey during the new round of contacts and talks, or 
to take a positive stand on Cyprus’ application to join 
the EEC, scheduled to be discussed on 17 September. 


Nevertheless, the Greek Government may have the 
opportunity in light of current developments to seek the 
exception of Crete from negotiations for limitation of 
conventional forces in Europe, thus correcting the 
destructive errors of the past. 


* Gulf Crisis Seen Favoring Turkey 


9OES1179C Athens TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS in Greek 
12 Aug 90 p 5 


[Article by Yiannis Kartalis: “Greek-Turkish Differ- 
ences and the War in the Persian Gulf} 


[Excerpts] Greece will pay a heavy price for the crisis in 
the Persian Gulf and not only in the economic sector. 
The first possible negative effects on our national issues 
have already begun tu appear. This crisis gives Turkey 
the unexpected opportunity to upgrade her role as a 








22 GREECE 


significant strategic factor for Western interests in the 
area, hoping to cash in later on the assistance it offers 
now. [passage omitted] 


Turkey's role as a major regional power which borders 
on the explosive region of the Middle East is evident. 
Turkey is called to play this role now and in the future. 
It’s a role which has no relation to the role it played 
during the East-West confrontation. Besides, after the 
gradual weakening of NATO and the Warsaw Pact, 
Washington's strategy appears to be based on supporting 
those regional powers. 


Now the problem is how Athens will face the new 
situation which—with the strengthening of the Turkish 
factor—directly threatens Greek national interests. This 
is a very serious problem because it emerges at a time 
when presumably (especially after Prime Minister Mit- 
sotakis’ visit to Washington) the American policy toward 
Greece and Turkey had begun to be more balanced. This 
balancing was facilitated not only by the pro-Western 
orientation of the new Greek Government but also by 
the (then) declining strategic importance of Turkey. 


The strengthening of Turkey's role clearly limits the 
possibilities the Greek Government has to press for a 
reconsideration of Mersina which Turkey succeeded in 
exempting from the reductions of conventional weapons 
in Europe. The result of all this is that the bulk of the 
Turkish Armed Forces will continue to remain across 
from Cyprus (finding an excuse in the Iraqi crisis). 
Athens should now try to have Crete also exempted since 
Crete’s significance is upgraded due to the island's 
proximity to the Middle East. 


Turkey will certainly continue its uncompromising 
policy on the Cypriot question and Washington will be 
able to again use the pretext that it cannot pressure 
Ankara on this issue. How can Washington today exert 
such pressure when President Bush is constantly on the 
phone talking with President Ozal asking his help in 
solving the crisis in the Gulf? 
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Ankara should be expected to follow a similar policy in 
the Aegean. Angered by the recent signing of the U.S.- 
Greek agreement on the bases (which Ankara felt 
strengthened Greece at the expense of Turkey) Turkey 
will try to use its current friendly stand during the 
signing of its agreement with the Americans next 
December. One can easily imagine the benefits the Turks 
will seek through the renewal of their agreement, since 
we know the role played by the American bases in 
Turkey during the Gulf crisis. Will they try again to upset 
the seven to 10 ratio? 


We don’t yet know how our European partners will treat 
Turkey's application for full induction into the FFC 
Until now the application has not been accepted. Now, 
however, Turkish newspapers forecast that the EEC 
member states will be obliged to change their stand, 
treating in a more favorable manner the Turkish request. 


All these developments show that even though specific 
events in the Middle East may not be directly related to 
Greek interests (except for the energy sector), they nev- 
ertheless create negative conditions for Greek foreign 
policy because of the upgraded role the Gulf crisis offers 
Turkey. 


Radio, Television Strike Reported 23 Sep 


NC2309060790 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
0400 GMT 23 Sep 90 


[Text] Following a decision by the Union of Athens 
Daily Newspapers Ed‘tors, the journalists of the Greek 
Radio Television Corporation are today exercising their 
inalienable right to a work stoppage. Consequently, no 
newscasts will be edited. The decision was made because 
of the continuing refusal of the corporations’s adminis- 
trative council to pay the differential for work on Sun- 
days and holidays since last February. This action has 
been deemed imperative. 


We apologize to our listeners. 
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Court Upholds Decision on Troop Deployment 


7TA2409145690 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1435 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Ankara (AA)}—The Constitutional Court has 
rejected the appeal submitted by the Social Democratic 
Populist Party to annul the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly decisions, which grant the government the 
authority to send Turkish Armed Forces abroad and to 
allow the presence of foreign troops in Turkey. 


Akbulut Welcomes Ruling 


TA2409174890 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut has wel- 
comed the Constitutional Court decision rejecting the 
appeal to annul the Turkish Grand National Assembly 
decisions granting the Council of Ministers the authority 
to send troops abroad or allow foreign troops to be 
stationed in Turkey. 


In a news conference in Ankara today, Akbulut said: Ifa 
contrary decision was made and the Constitutional 
Court had annulled these Assembly decisions, which 
were adopted in a bid to protect our Assembly's and our 
country’s interests and security, then we could have been 
deprived of actions or decisions which would guarantee 
our interests and security in a timely manner. We could 
have been late in adopting such decisions. Therefore, the 
court decision is appropriate. 


In reply to a reporter's question on whether the Council 
of Ministers will decide in the next few days to send 
troops abroad or allow foreign troops to be deployed in 
Turkey, Akbulut declared that the Council of Ministers 
could convene and decide if necessary. 


During his news conference, the prime minister also 
announced that Turkey's policy will not change as long 
as Iraq's unjust occupation of Kuwait continues. 
Akbulut pointed out that Turkey is a member of the 
United Nations, and added that, as long as Iraq's atti- 
tude continues and UN resolutions are in force, Turkey 
will comply by these resolutions. Akbulut stressed that 
Turkey will certainly not allow any developments against 
its interests in the region. [passage omitted] 


* Former Ambassador Sees No Attack on Country 


Q0ES1216B Istanbul TEMPO in Turkish 
12 Aug 90 pp 20-22 


[Interview with Kamuran Gurun, former ambassador to 
Romania and Greece, by correspondent Dinc Tayanc; 
place and date not given] 


[Text] Kamuran Gurun was born in 1924. He is a 


graduate of the Galatasaray Lycee and the School ot 


Political Sciences of Ankara University. He worked at 
various positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
served as ambassador in Bucharest and Athens and as 


TURKEY 23 


Turkey’s permanent representative to the OECD. Cur- 
rently retired, Gurun evaluated the Iraqi crisis for 
TEMPO. 


[Tayanc] In recent days Turkey has gained a new posi- 
tion in the Western press, particularly in the United 
States. How do you comment on this development? 


{Gurun] For some reason, we have always been inclined 
to think that Turkey is a “tool” which other nations use. 
We think of ourselves as if we are not important as 2 
country or as a nation. We have adopted the mentality 
that Turkey is considered important only when it serves 
the purposes of someone else. [We think:] We are a 
member of NATO; if NATC loses its importance Turkey 
will also lose its importance. If the United States reaches 
a settlement with the Soviet Union Turkey will lose its 
importance. We think about strategic iiportance only in 
terms of our geographical location. The Iraq-Kuwait 
crisis shows that even if you base strategic importance 
solely on geographic location, Turkey's importance will 
never vanish. 


{[Tayanc] What would be the consequences of an inter- 
vention in Iraq? 


[Gurun] If any action is taken within the framework of 
Article 51 of the UN Charter, Turkey does not have to 
participate in that action because we have no commit- 
ment to come to Kuwait's aid. [Such action] is out of the 
question. Kuwait may embark on a struggle to end its 
occupation together with its allies. It is fully justified to 
take such action. 


From an economic standpoint, only the situation created 
by the embargo is of any significance to us. Government 
officials stated its impact quantitatively. | cannot say 
anything better than that. In a sense, it must be acknowl- 
edged that Turkey is suffering an economic loss, but the 
defense of world peace always results in some costs. 
Those should be considered tolerable. In any case, 
according to UN rules, any cou:try can ask the Security 
Council for compensation for its losses if they are 
incurred as a result of implementing Security Council 
resolutions. 


[Tayanc] Is there any likelihood of a direct Iraqi attack 
on Turkey? 


[Gurun] I do not think so. I do not find it likely. 


[Tayanc] Is your opinion based on the balance of 
power—that is the fact that Turkey is stronger than 
Iraq—or the fact that Turkey is not among Iraq’s targets? 


[Gurun] We always write that Iraq has 5,500 tanks and 
an army of | million men. But a nation’s strength cannot 
be measured solely by the strength of its army and the 
quantity of its arms at a given point in time. If these were 
indicators of the outcome of a possible conflict, Ger- 
many should have occupied the world when war erupted 
in 1939. We would still be living under German occupa- 
tion. In any event, the size of every country’s army is 
proportional to its population. The army that Iraq can 
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field with its 18 million people and the one that Turkey 
can deploy with its 55 million people are two different 
entities. I suppose that Iraq and its leaders are intelligent 
enough not to be deceived by the apparent balance of 
power and not to think about attacking Turkey. Indeed, 
Iraq was forced to withdraw its armies after attacking 
Iran. 


Secondly, there is no motivation [for an attack]. Apart 
from the balance of power, an Iraqi attack on Turkey is 
an action that may result in the disapncarance of Iraq as 
a country. Iraq’s main concern is that no harm comes to 
it from Turkey. 


[Tayanc] Could the water issue give rise to such a 
motivation? 


{Gurun] The water problem is currently over the Euph- 
rates. Iraq has full use of the Tigris. There are other 
running waters which have their sources in Turkey. One 
is Zap. The water issue will become a real problem when 
Turkey puts its projects on the Tigris into operation. Iraq 
has always used flood irrigation even though that is an 
outmoded method. The Euphrates really concerns Syria. 
Iraq cannot appear before us as Syria’s attorney. In any 
event, when we were planning to build the Keban Dam 
we asked for credit from the United States. The Ameri- 
cans told us: “First get an agreement from Syria and 
Iraq.” So we put the paperwork before them. We have 
been asking them to come and talk since the 1960's. 
Neither of the two countries responded to those calls. We 
asked the Americans: “How can we reach an agreement 
with these countries?” The Americans realized them- 
selves that there is nothing that can be done. You cannot 
reach an agreement with the man who does not wish to 
have an agreement. His only objective is: “You are going 
to let me have this much water.” Why should I give you 
that, my friend? This is not something God has given to 
you. This is a acquired right that was given to you by the 
Lausanne Treaty and is subject to its provisions. 


[Tayanc} Let us think the other way around. Can it be 
said that Turkey has aspirations for the Mosul oil region 
and that it can become a party to this problem because of 
those ambitions? 


[Gurun] Some people may contemplate such a thought. 
But, as a statesman, I do not think that people serving in 
the Turkish government may have contemplated it. 
Since the establishment of the Republic, Turkey has 
come across as a country which has no ambitions outside 
its territory. One may say: “Well, we took Hatay.” As a 
state, we never accepted the loss of Hatay. The French 
agreed to give it to Turkey after their mandate [over 
Syria] ended. 


[Tayanc] What about Kirkuk? 


[Gurun] Kirkuk was initially one of the places that was 
included in the National Pact [of 1920]. That is true. The 
British had not occupied that area at the conclusion of 
World War I. They occupied it after the armistice. We 
declared that that violated the terms of the armistice. 
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When we did that they took not only Mosul but also 
Gaziantep and Maras. After it was agreed to turn over 
Mosul to the British following those events, no one said 
“let us go and take Mosul.” If we say “let us take Mosul” 
today, the reaction to it will be as severe as the one 
shown with regard to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 


{Tayanc] Can the current developments in the Arab and 
Islamic world lead to a warmer Iranian disposition 
toward Turkey or a different relationship between 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia? 


[Gurun] I personally think that Iraq has a bid for the 
leadership of the Arab world. Egypt held that leadership 
during the Nasser period. Iraq wishes to seize the lead- 
ership that Cairo lost following the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty. Secondly, Iran in a way acted as the 
policeman of the Gulf during the Shah period and held 
the leadership [in the Gulf]. That role has remained 
unfilled after Khomeyni. Iraq also wants to seize that. 
The oil pipeline passing through Turkey does not have a 
very long past. In the past, all of Iraq’s exports went 
through the Persian Gulf on which Iraq has a very small 
stretch of coastline. Moreover, the topography of the 
Persian Gulf is such that it can easily be blocked off to 
Iraq by other nations. Having seized some islands near 
the Straits of Hormuz, Iran holds a certain dominance 
there. That dominance may not work against Western 
nations, but it can work against Iraq. 


This is the reason the Iran-Iraq war erupted. The occu- 
pation of Kuwait was also motivated by Iraq’s desire to 
secure access to the Gulf. The others are superficial 
reasons. 


[Tayanc] What if Turkey contributes to an intervention 
against Iraq? 


{[Gurun] If a UN-sponsored force engages in an interven- 
tion against Iraq and we take part in that force, that 
would have some residual effects. As some of our edito- 
rialists have written, it is unlikely that something like 
“Turkey joined the Americans and killed the Arabs” 
would come about. The Arab countries themselves, at 
least the Saudis and the Kuwaitis, would participate in 
an intervention like that. In the final analysis we would 
be participating in a decision taken as a result of some 
Arab countries’ appeal to the UN to resolve an issue 
among themselves. However, I think that it would be 
much better if the problem can be resolved without 
resorting to that. The best means of achieving that is to 
invoke Article 51 of the UN Charter and to leave us out 
of this issue. Outside that there would be no change in 
our relations with Syria and especially Saudi Arabia. 


[Tayanc] One of the subjects of public discussion around 
the world and Turkey in recent days is: “Is Saddam’s end 
at hand?” What type of Iraq would emerge if Saddam is 
overthrown? 


{Gurun] That is truly hard to know. Would a democratic 
regime come to power if Saddam is overthrown? I think 
that would be difficult. It has no precedence. Initially 
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Iraq was a kingdom. They overthrew the king supposedly 
to replace him with a popular regime, but a military 
government took over and has held power since then. If 
this government is overthrown, another military regime 
will take over. 


[Tayanc] Iraq has Iran to its north and Saudi Arabia to 
its south. If Saddam is overthrown could Iraq have a 
regime which may threaten Ataturkist secularism in 
Turkey? 


{[Gurun] Reactionarism does not need the instigation of 
Outside powers to surface and to grow in Turkey. If the 
country allows it, it may surface. If, on the other hand, it 
does not allow it, the countries around us cannot inject it 
into our country. Let me give you a simple example. It 
[reactionarism] does not exist in Libya. Libya is an 
Islamic coun‘ry, but ss a Muslim and nonsecular leader 
Qadhafi is able to say that many parts of the Koran are 
not practical. If we can act as resolutely as he has on this 
issue, reactionarism would not even pass from the 
country. All of those countries have been Islamic nations 
since 1923, but Turkey has been able to hold the threat of 
reactionarism at a certain point. Although neigbhoring 
countries certainly have given some support, if reaction- 
arism is making itself felt again it is because the country 
is not demonstrating the necessary sensitivity. This is 
how I see it. 


[Tayanc] Turkey’s posture with regard to the latest 
developments is being determined without consulting 
with the Assembly. Is it more advantageous to do this 
from a single hand, that is from Cankaya, without 
convening the Assembly? 


[Gurun] Let me tell you what the Constitution requires. 
Regardless of the period, Turkey has always conducted 
its foreign policy at the government level. It does not 
conduct it at the Assembly level. There is no such rule. 
The government submits its budget to the Assembly each 
year. The budget also has a foreign policy component. 
When the budget is approved, its foreign policy is also 
approved. The only time when Turkey’s foreign policy 
was run by the Assembly was during the national war of 
liberation. That was the first Turkish Grand National 
Assembly. In Turkey the president has certain powers 
specified by the Constitution. Outside those powers, the 
government is responsible for the running and adminis- 
tration of the state. But that naturally does not mean that 
the president cannot talk to anyone or that he cannot 
answer phone calls made to him. However, if there is a 
situation whereby “he is keeping incoming information 
to himself” or “he is not informing the government”—I 
cannot think that those powers still apply; especially if 
there is a charge that, when the president of the United 
States calls the president or when the president calls 
Hafiz al-Asad, he does not divulge the substance of those 
conversations to anyone. The government probably 
knows about these. There is no sense in raising a big 
criticism because the president is having these conversa- 
tions. There is no problem if the president is conveying 
these to the government and letting the government 
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make a decision. I am just giving you the constitutional 
view. On the other hand, if you tell me “the government 
plays no part in these; the President is running these 
affairs directly” —well, that is something for the govern- 
ment to know. What could | say? 


* Former General Rules Out Neutrality 


90ES1233A Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
27 Aug 90 p 10 


{Interview with (Retired) Gen. Sureyya Yuksel by corre- 
spondent Taylan Sorgun; place and date not given] 


[Text] Those who thought that Turkey is no longer 
important geopolitically and geostrategically have fallen 
on their faces. A military official said in these columns 
some time ago: “Do the the architects of the East-West 
thaw have the power to change the world’s geography so 
that Turkey’s strategic importance vanishes?” 


This is how the world is. As long as national interests are 
at stake Turkey can lose neither its geopolitical nor its 
geostrategic significance. Those who ignore these two 
attributes of Turkey are those who want “to cut and 
run.” According to them there are neither national 
interests nor national borders. For them borders no 
longer have any meaning. These individuals, who are 
very few in number, at one time supported those who 
nibbled away at Turkey as if they were donating their 
fathers’ farms. Right next to them there are also people 
who live in completely different worlds. However, Tur- 
key’s traditional policy is to uphold the National Pact [of 
1920] and “to defend, to guard and to advance vital 
interests.” 


Our guest this week is Sureyya Yuksel, a retired com- 
mander who served in important positions in the 
Turkish Armed Forces. We asked and he answered. 


Consequences of Invasion 


[Sorgun] Mr. Yuksel, how do you view the consequences 
of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait? 


[Y uksel] I think that the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait marks 
the beginning of a new period in political history and the 
balance of power in our region. That is how it is in terms 
of political history. Upon entering the 20th century, we 
left behind the period of colonialism and nationalism. 
Now as we enter the 21st century we are leaving behind 
the period of ideology. This new era, for which we have 
not yet found a name, is shaped by the unpredicted rapid 
changes in Europe and the surfacing of hidden aspira- 
tions which in the past were suppressed for the sake of 
solidarity. This development is driving small countries 
to take great risks. 


[Sorgun] I suppose this is what we are experiencing in 
our region. 


[Y uksel] This is true in terms of the balance of power in 
our region. With the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the 
balance of power in the region is vulnerable to major 
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changes. Together with Kuwait’s reserves, Iraq now 
controls one-third of the oil reserves in the Gulf. In the 
presence of such power and means, Saudi Arabia could 
come under Iraqi influence even if it was not invaded. 
That would mean that Iraq would control two-thirds of 
the oil in the Gulf. That way Iraq could become an oil 
superpower and would have the means to set oil prices as 
it wished. That would allow Iraq to exert major influence 
on the global economy. An Iraq that powerful would 
make a bid for the leadership of an Arab confederation 
in the region, taking advantage of the nationalism that 
would result from these developments. It is obvious how 
severely this would upset the balance of power. 


Region After Crisis 


(Sorgun] What developments may be expected in the 
Arabian peninsula after the crisis? 


[Yuksel] Regardless of the outcome of the crisis and how 
it is ended, major changes in political relations in the 
Arabian peninsula and the political relations of the 
countries in the region will become likely. If Iraq fails, 
the situation | described earlier will not occur. In that 
case, the position of Egypt and Syria which are collabo- 
rating with the West will change and will assume a status 
much different from what it is now. Their relations will 
rise to a more advanced plane. The Arab-Israeli conflict 
will also rise to a completely new plane within this 
framework. Consequently, the influence of different 
countries in the region will change. Perhaps existing 
regimes in other Arab countries will try to consolidate 
their rule by modernizing themselves. That will be an 
extremely important development. 


[Sorgun] How should we view Turkey’s position in this 
situation? 


[Yuksel] I do not think that Turkey can stay neutral in 
either of the two scenarios I described earlier. Turkey 
cannot remain neutral. It cannot remain neutral because 
of this change in the balance of power. It cannot remain 
neutral with regard to the new fabric of political relations 
that will form in the Middle East after the crisis. In this 
regard Turkey must formulate its own interests. 


[Sorgun] What is the current situation? 


[Yuksel] The United States and the West have gained 
considerable momentum. They are trying to maintain 
that momentum. This momentum was gained through 
the military buildup as well as by informing the world 
about the developments and warning them about the 
dangers. In the end, grounds were found which man- 
dated a blockade. Iraq, on the other hand, has lost its 
momentum. Initially Iraq had many possibilities. A 
move against Saudi Arabia would have put the world in 
a difficult position. But it could not do that and lost the 
momentum. It tried to regain that by other means. One 
important issue is the nationalist movement in the Arab 
world. That movement has grown more distinct espe- 
cially since the end of World War II. Arab nationalism is 
in search of an identity and has put its hopes on new 
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leaders that may emerge. Perhaps some see Saddam as 
such a leader. Knowing that, Saddam is trying to 
“develop the situation.”” Demonstrations by fundamen- 
talists in Saddam’s favor, his calls for a jihad and his 
attempt to portray the reaction of the world as a crusade 
and a conspiracy of the U.S.-Zionist front confirm this 
view. The outcome of that policy may affect the West’s 
posture. 


Developments That May Affect the West 
[Sorgun] Meanwhile Israel has kept silent. 


{[Yuksel] Any action by Israel may propel events to 
develop in a different direction. Knowing this, Saddam 
may want to transform the issue to an Arab-Israeli war 
by taking some irrational action. Since that would affect 
the entire Arab world, the Kuwait problem would be 
pushed to the background and an Arab problem would 
come to the fore. However, I think that on this issue the 
king of Jordan and the United States must have some 
sensible ideas. Another important point is this: 
[Saddam] may instigate changes in the regimes of the 
Gulf emirates and may sabotage their oil wells—even 
Saudi wells. These are actions that are of concern to the 
West. He can attack the oil wells with missiles. If that 
happens, the world—which already has a shortfall of 
four million barrels of oil a day—will suffer even greater 
shortages as a result of destroyed oil wells. These would 
be factors which may affect the steps that may be taken. 


{[Sorgun] How should we view the other current devel- 
opments? 


[Yuksel] After the United States took a posture with 
regard to these developments, the world mobilized itself 
to support this effort—or certain resistances against it 
softened gradually—and eventually the blockade was 
imposed. The objective is to gain the withdrawal of Iraq 
from Kuwait. I think that that is the most sensible 
course. However, the time factor is important on this 
matter. I think that Saddam can prolong that because the 
Iraqi people are already used to shortages from the war 
with Iran. They can endure this situation for some time. 
However, would there not be some contrary develop- 
ments during that time? Will the United States and 
world public begin saying “this is how things remain’’? 
In other words, perhaps the blockade will not be enough 
to resolve this issue within the framework of the UN 
resolutions. I have some doubts about this issue. I think 
that a prolonged blockade and embargo would not be to 
the world’s advantage. Given that situation, certain 
pretexts must surface for a military action, and that is the 
worry that “the embargo or the blockade have not 
worked or will not work.”’ Or Iraq may embark on an 
irrational venture such as destroying the oil wells or 
some other similar act. There may also be some reprisals. 
This may happen in different forms. However, I think 
that any escalation of such reprisals would be harmful. 


Air Attacks and Iraq 
{[Sorgun] Why? 
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[Yuksel] Because Iraq has missiles, airplanes and chem- 
ical weapons. It would not be sensible to wait for Iraq to 
use these weapons. If a decision is made [to take military 
action], first Iraq’s missile bases, chemical weapon stock- 
piles, chemical warfare units and nuclear reactors must 
be destroyed through a preemptive massive air strike. 
Other actions can be contemplated if this attack does not 
work. However, I think that such a strike is necessary 
whatever happens. 


[Sorgun] The Middle East was left in the U.S. sphere of 
influence at the Yalta conference and subsequent devel- 
opments. Now can the map of the Middle East be 
changed after such a military action—that is, after a war? 


[Yuksel] What I tried to say earlier was with regard to 
changes in political relations. The influence and clout of 
some countries will increase, and political relations will 
move in new directions. For example, Syria will undergo 
some changes. This country took certain decisions 
recently. Its influence in the region wili be different 
because it is taking an active posture. 


End of 7 : 10 Ratio 


[Sorgun] Now we face another phenomenon: The West 
has not paid any special attention to the armament needs 
of the Turkish Armed Forces. There are problems such 
asthe 7 : 10 ratio with Greece and delays in the transfer 
of airplanes and tanks. While they sold arms to Iraq to 
keep the balance against Iran, they turned their backs on 
our modernization effort. How should we interpret that? 


[Yuksel] The 7 : 10 ratio is entirely unreasonable. That 
was a standard which did not reflect the needs of Turkey 
and Greece objectively and which served different ideas. 
That standard says: “In the event of an East-West 
conflict Turkey and Greece must be supported, but that 
support must be apportioned in a 7 : 10 ratio.” The 
East-West conflict eventually left its place to an era of 
treaties. I can even say that we have entered a period of 
a declining or stabilized Soviet threat. I do not say that it 
has vanished. Since we have entered a period of stabili- 
zation and given the condition of the Soviet Union and 
the East European countries, that standard no longer 
applies. Now a new approach is needed. What is that new 
approach? If you are going to offer assistance to Turkey 
and Greece, you have to compare the present situation of 
Greece with the threat Turkey faces today. On their side 
the threat no longer exists, but on our side there is a 
threat and a role which concerns the entire world. This is 
how the issue must be viewed now. We expect nations 
which can think rationally to view the issue in this 
manner. 


Soviet Union and Stabilization 


[Sorgun] As far as I know, the General Staff occasionally 
makes certain projections and plans about probable 
threats against Turkey and other developments. In doing 
that it takes political developments overseas into 
account and monitors diplomacy. I ask my next question 
on the basis of this knowledge: If Turkey participates in 
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the Iraqi affair, are we supposed to take military mea- 
sures only in this region, or would we have to take 
security measures on our other borders? 


[Yuksel] That is a very interesting point. Turkey always 
thinks that there may be threats against it from all sides. 
The threat may be less from one side, more from another 
and stable from another. Turkey has to take these into 
consideration. However, a country cannot live in a state 
of threats from all sides. It must take political measures 
against them. I think that the developments in Europe 
and the stabilization of the Soviet threat have created an 
opportunity to quieten at least our northern border. 
However, our concerns about the Soviet Union—which 
stem from history and, beyond that, from geography— 
will always remain. 


{[Sorgun] Will the East-West developments change the 
historic Soviet policy of trying to gain access to warm 
seas? 


[Yuksel] I consider international rivalries as a struggle 
for power, dominance, influence and control. Every 
country wants to grow stronger and more powerful, but 
developments force it to put off such plans and aspira- 
tions and to shelve them. That is why I say that the threat 
from the Soviet Union has only stabilized. On the other 
hand, this is a period from which we can benefit. 
Opportunities have arisen to develop our relations with 
the Soviets and to improve the situation on our borders. 
The Soviets are withdrawing from central Europe, but 
there is no corresponding withdrawal from our region. 
Bulgaria stays as it is, and Soviet forces are not with- 
drawing from the Caucasus; there is only a reduction. In 
other words, we must not be very concerned about that 
front, but countries always aspire to grow stronger. 
Consequently, aspirations may be shelved but they never 
vanish. I think that they would resurface if the opportu- 
nity arises. The Soviets are a military superpower. 
Russia is a military superpower regardless of what hap- 
pens—whether it stays neutral or becomes a confedera- 
tion. 


Fantasies on Buffer State 


[Sorgun] The issue of a buffer statelet on our southern 
border, which was talked about before the Iraqi episode, 
has returned to the agenda with more urgency following 
the developments in Irag. How would that affect our 
vital interests? It is said ‘hat such a plan is among the 
scenarios the United States is considering. In addition, 
the issue has been discussed among diplomatic circles in 
Ankara and in political anterooms. There were views 
that Turkey must never allow such a thing. 


[Yuksel] It is obvious how such a development would 
affect our vital interests. Firstly, | would call such a plan 
a “fantasy.” I would consider it a fantasy even if the 
United States contemplated it. Consequently, | would 
not want such thoughts to be even discussed, and I do 
not take such thoughts seriously. How can Turkey con- 
sent to such a development? That is why I underscored 
the advantages of Turkey's neutrality. It is correct for 
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Turkey to be “inside the events” in the developments 
that may occur in the future, but I will always think that 
the conjecture you referred to is a fantasy. 


[Sorgun] Before these developments there were certain 
debates about why Turkey needs to spend so much on 
the military. 


[Yuksel] Yes, at that time this problem could not be 
predicted. A Soviet threat was perceived. When we 
talked about threats from the south, it was ignored and 
appeared to be exaggerated. 


[Sorgun] You said, “when we talked about.” That is an 
important point. 


[Yuksel] Responsible authorities acknowledged it. All 
administrations have always acknowledged the needs of 
the Turkish Armed Forces. However, what we said was 
perceived as exaggerated in certain seminars and certain 
academic studies. An Iraq or a Syria on their own— 
“they are truly on their own for us”—did not constitute 
a threat against us at that time. Even today they do not 
constitute a major threat on their own. We are not 
incapable of defending our homeland against these coun- 
tries. But there are other combinations; these were not 
taken into account. For example let us look at the present 
combination: Turkey should have been stronger in cer- 
tain respects, and this operation showed that the Turkish 
Armed Forces needs to put greater emphasis on its air 
force. Then there is another possibility which does not 
come to people’s minds: A joint Syrian and Iraqi opera- 
tion at some point in time. As you stated, when Turkey 
groups its forces on one front it must take measures in its 
other regions. Some circles do not think about such 
combinations. Because they do not think about them, 
they say that “it is too much” when everything is 
discussed one by one. In reality the Turkish Armed 
Forces has a strong need for modernizaiion. 


[Sorgun] There is also talk about cutting the size of the 
Armed Forces. 


[Yuksel] Even if NATO and the Warsaw Pact agree on 
force reductions, more money needs to be spent to 
modernize the Turkish Armed Forces. 


{[Sorgun] You said earlier that certain aspirations are 
surfacing. 


[Yuksel] That is true in general. Take, for example, 
Hungarian claims on Transylvania or Romanian claims 
on Bessarabia. Naturally, this exists in the Middle East 
as well. It is these aspirations that are surfacing now. The 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait is not a new phenomenon. This 
happened in 1961 also, but it could not be realized 
because Iraq did not have enough strength at that time 
and perhaps because it thought that the Soviet Union 
would not allow it. 
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Sending Troops 


[Sorgun] The issue of whether Turkey should contribute 
troops to the joint force has been discussed. How should 
that be viewed? 


[Yuksel] This issue must be viewed within the frame- 
work we discussed at the beginning of our conversation. 
Earlier I tried to analyze the issue in terms of the present 
developments and the situation after the crisis. | 
explained how this affects Turkey’s position after the 
crisis. I said that since Turkey will be deeply affected it 
cannot remain neutral. However, there are modalities in 
neutrality as well as in participation in one form or 
another. Those modalities must be decided on the basis 
of the conditions of the time. There are countries and an 
Arab community with which we always have to live as 
neighbors in the region. We cannot ignore that. In any 
event no country is ignoring it. It is this we must decide 
on in the conditions of today. I am not saying no to it; if 
the conditions of today require so, it is impossible to stay 
out of a problem which is of such great importance for 
Turkey. However, we can think about whether we should 
send armed forces or whether we should defend our own 
area. Sending armed forces means drawing the threat 
upon ourselves. Should I stay in the region if I am going 
to draw the threat upon myself? If sending a naval force 
is at issue, then the matter can be viewed differently. 
How we are going to do this must be decided together 
with the modalities in accordance with the conditions of 
the day. 


[Sorgun] The United States has been able to amass a 
limited number of troops in the region. If a land opera- 
tion is being considered against Iraq, Iraq has an army of 
1 million men. Is it because of a desire to reduce the 
numerical difference that Turkey’s armed intervention 
in the affair is wanted? 


[Yuksel] I do not think so, because Iraq should not be 
invaded to liberate Kuwait. In my opinion the United 
States is not contemplating this for the moment. How- 
ever, as I said earlier, it is considering the use of air 
power against Iraq. Indeed the nature of the air force it 
has deployed demonstrates that. 


[Sorgun] Today is the 23d day of the crisis. What are 
your comments on the steps Turkey has taken thus far? 


[Yuksel] I think they are very positive. I think that 
Turkey has acted very positively. 


{Sorgun] In what respects were they positive? 


[Yuksel] By my reasoning Turkey could not have stayed 
neutral. If Iraq realizes its aspirations, how will the 
balance of power change in our region, or what will 
happen after reciprocal action? When these issues are 
taken into consideration Turkey could not have 
remained neutral. 
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Regimes 
{[Sorgun] You referred to developments in Middle 
Eastern regimes after these events. How far can that go? 


[Yuksel] i said that there may be some stirrings. Since 
relations will become more extroverted, certain changes, 
though perhaps not so extensive, may occur. These 
changes may be in the direction of modernization. 
However, let me say that the regimes in the Gulf coun- 
tries cannot remain as they are. The governments may 
remain in place, but the regimes will have to take steps 
toward modernization. Let us also remember that Iraqi 
and Iranian oil will once again dominate the Gulf region, 
and these two will be the oil superpowers. If they keep 
their present regimes they will move toward tyranny. 
Consequently, this problem concerns not only Turkey 
but also other countries which obtain their oil from the 
region. Even if they resolve this problem, they may face 
a similar and even more sinister problem later. Conse- 
quently, this cannot be solely Turkey’s problem. 


Military Visitors Call on Defense Officials 


French Navy Commander 


TA2409164590 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1605 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}—The commander of the French 
Navy, Admiral Bernard Louzeau, arrived in Turkey on 
Monday at the invitation of Turkish Nava! Forces Com- 
mander Admiral Irfan Titiz. 


Louzeau will have talks with Chief of the General Staff 
General Necip Torumtay, Defense Minister Safa Giray 
and Titiz on common defense issues and visit a number 
of military units and facilities. He will leave Turkey on 
Friday. 


British Chief of Staff 


TA2409203790 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2000 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Air Marshall Sir David Craig, British chief of the 
General Staff, has arrived in Turkey as the official guest 
of General Necip Torumtay, chief of the General Staff. 
Craig was received at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport by 
Torumtay. He will visit various headquarters, units, and 
organizations of the Turkish Armed Forces in Ankara 
and Diyarbakir. 


During his preplanned visit, Craig will also meet with 
National Defense Minister Safa Giray. He will leave 
Turkey on 26 September. 


1).S.S. Saratoga Arrives for NATO Exercise 


TA2409182390 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1705 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Izmir (A.A}—The U.S. military aircraft carrier 
the Saratoga, scheduled to take part in a planned NATO 
exercise, anchored off the Aegean port of Izmir on 
Monday. 
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U.S. Admiral George Gee, the commander of the 8th 
U.S. war group to which the Saratoga is affiliated, told 
reporters on board the giant carrier that the ship which 
sailed from Florida on Aug. 7 was operating in the 
Persian Gulf before coming to the Aegean Sea to take 
part in NATO’s annual “Display Determination” exer- 
cise. 


Asked if the Saratoga would return to the Gulf after the 
exercise, the commander said it was only certain that it 
would not return home. 


There are reportedly 70 military aircraft of various types 
on the Saratoga on which about 5,000 personnel work. 


Two U.S. destroyers and an Italian war ship also arrived 
in Izmir on Monday to take part in Display Determina- 
tion-90. 


Forces from eight NATO nations aie scheduled to take 
part in the exercise to be conducted in the Aegean and 
the east Mediterranean between Sept. 28 and Oct. 13. 


More Refugees Transit Habur From Iraq 


24 September 


TA2409183590 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Turks and foreigners from Iraq and Kuwait con- 
tinue to arrive in Turkey through the Habur border gate. 
A total of 496 persons, 445 of them Pakistanis, crossed 
the Habur gate today. Of these, 45 are Yugoslavs and six 
Turks. Two Turkish citizens also crossed Habur into 
Iraq today. 


The Pakistanis and Bangladeshis who arrive via Habur 
are offered shelter at the tent city near Silopi. 


25 September 


TA2509113890 Ankara Domestic Service 
in Turkish 1000 GMT 25 Sep 90 


[Text] Foreigners who found themselves in Iraq and 
Kuwait during the crisis continue to cross the Habur gate 
into Turkey. A total of 3,871 foreigners, 3,439 of whom 
are Pakistanis, crossed Habur into Turkey during the 
past 24 hours. Five persons, one of them an Iraqi, 
crossed from Turkey into Iraq at Habur. 


The Pakistanis arriving from Iraq are being put up at the 
Turkish Religious Affairs Foundation tent city near 
Silop. A group of 200 Pakistanis will be sent to their 
country by air this evening. 


Minister Departs for Economic Talks in Romania 


TA2409170990 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1635 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Text] Ankara (A.A)}—State Minister Husnu Dogan left 
for Bucharest on Monday for talks with Romanian 
officials aimed at boosting economic and trade relations. 
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He will head the Turkish side at a joint economic 
commission (JEC) meeting to define the scope of eco- 
nomic relations. 


Trade volume between the two countries was 290 mil- 
lion U.S. dollars last year, in Romania’s favor. Turkey's 
exports to and imports from Romania totalled 53 mil- 
lion dollars and 237 million dollars respectively in 1989. 
Trade volume was over 150 million dollars in the first six 
months of this year. 


Romania started buying Turkish electricity in August. 


Dogan told reporters before his departure that Romania 
has asked Turkey for an annual | billion kilowatt hours 
of electricity. 


Turkey’s Eximbank has extended Romania a loan of 50 
million dollars. 


Dogan said he expected a Romanian request for more 
Eximbank credits at the JEC meeting. 


Electricity Agreement With Albania Signed 


TA2509101190 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0830 GMT 25 Sep 90 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}—Turkey is set to export surplus 
electric [power] to Albania, it was reported on Monday. 


The decision brings the number of countries buying 
Turkish electric to three. 


FBIS-WEU-90-186 
25 September 1990 


Romania and Bulgaria have been buying surplus electric 
from the state-run Turkish Electricity Authority (TEK) 
since August. 


If negotiations with Albanian officials are successful, 
Turkey will export up to 150 million kilowatt hours of 
electric to Albania beginning next year. 


TEK officials say a purchase and saies agreement was 
discussed during a recent visit to Albania by Energy 
Minister Fahrettin Kurt. 


The electric will go to Albania along the same transmis- 
sion lines which carry electric to Romania and Bulgaria. 


Independent Deputy Rejoins Motherland Party 


TA2409203590 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2000 GMT 24 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Mus deputy Erkan 
Kemaloglu has rejoined the Motherland Party. He had 
resigned from his party some time ago and was serving as 
an independent deputy. 


No Casualties, Damage After Earthquake 


TA2509105690 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1000 GMT 25 Sep 90 


[Text] There was a medium-strength earthquake in 
Burdur and Isparta last night. There were no casualties 
or material damage. Officials from the Istanbul Kandilli 
Observatory say that the earthquake registered 4.3 on the 
Richter scale. 
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